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NAVAL SERMONS.. 


Lamentations of J eremiah, Chap. v. Verſe 9. 


« wE GAT OUR BREAD WITH THE PERIL Of 


OUR LIVES,” 


A LIFE of eaſe and independence; 
in which the wants of nature are 
provided or. procured without labour; 
in which plenty ſolicits the acceptance 
of its bounties, and pleaſure points out 


the moſt flowery path to its 
| 1 
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ments; is too generally conſidered not 
merely as ah object of envy, but as 
the ſummit of human happineſs: it is 


the point to which the leading wiſhes of 


weak, undiſcerning man are too often di- 
rected; nay, it is frequently conſidered 
as the ſtandard of earthly felicity; and 
the value of every other ſituation of life, 
is eſtimated in proportion, as it ap- 
proaches to ſuch a flattering condition. 


AmoNs the principal errors of our im- 
perfect nature, are the falſe notions we ſo 


. continually form of human happineſs. 


How often are we deceived reſpecting the 
real eſtimate of life; and with what an 


unreſiſting ſubmiſſion, do we ſuffer the 


phantoms: of our imagination to chaſe 
from our minds theſe important truths, — 
that life itſelf is not formed for perfect 
enjoyment that the whole of our exiſt- 
8 5 TY Ence 
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ence is divided between joy and ſorrow ;— 
that a ſtate of trial, which is the real cha- 
racter of life, cannot be a ſtate of happi- 
neſs ; and, that a being limited to a ſhort 
period, and that period” uncertain in its 
duration, muſt look to felicity, not as the 
aſſociate of time, but as the reward of 
eternity. | 


bo — 


Yer with all our diſpoſitions to de- 
ceive ourſelves, and notwithſtanding all 
the arts with which we furniſh hope to 
baffle experience, truth will not be ob- 
ſcured for ever; and we ſhall be forced to 
acknowledge at laſt, what would have 
ſaved us many an error, and many an 
heart- ache, if we had felt at firſt, that 
life is full of conflict and calamity; that. 
in our paſſage through it, we muſt en- 
counter danger and difficulty; that we 


maſt riſk perils by fire, and perils by water; 
. 4 and 
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and that every page of the hiſtory of man, 


from the cradle to the grave, contains the 
traces of his imperfect nature, and the 
obſtacles to his ſublunary happineſs. At 
the ſame time, it is equally evident to 
our experience, that the allwiſe, juſt, and 
merciful, Being, who, among the inſcru- 


table diſpenſations of his providence, has 


called man into exiſtence; though he has 
made his mortal ſtate incapable of perfect 
happineſs, has not ſubjected it to perfect 
miſery; but has ſo created him, as to be 
ſuſceptible of both, and capable of forming 
that balance between them ; which may 
produce the utmoſt happineſs that time 
can give, and ſecure the felicity which 
eternity has promiſed. 


Sven then being our mortal ſtate, as 
we are taught by reaſon and experience, 
confirmed by the higher ſanctions of reli- 
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gion; we cannot but perceive, that man, 
both from the ſtructure of his body, the 
powers of his mind, and the combined 
operations of both, is formed for active pro- 
greſs, and continual exertion. A ſtate of 
reſt or entire inactivity, is not to be found 
in any part of the creation. Nature 1s pro- 
greſſive in all her works: every object that 
we behold, is in a ſtate of advancement : 
the cedar of Lebanon, and the hyſſop of 
the wall, are alike in a never-ceaſing 
courſe of vegetation. The globe we in- 
habit is never ſtationary for an inſtant; 
Every thing animate or inanimate, is pro- 
ceeding to perfection or decay. It is 
therefore not only inconſiſtent with the 
general deſign of his nature, but a crimi-- 
nal breach of his moral conduct, for a 
being, ſo qualified as man is, to remain 
inactive, and be contented with little 
* than a ſtate of vegetation; when all 
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above, beneath, and around him, is in 
its progreſs to the end for which it was 
created. What nature in her inſenſible 
operations does for the inanimate world; 
what inſtin&t does for the animate cre- 
ation; reaſon, particularly as it is aid- 
ed by Revelation, ſhould do for man. 
The reſult therefore of theſe obſerva- 
tions is, that man repoſing in indo- 
lence, is contrary to his nature, and 
a violation of his duty, and therefore 
muſt be deſtructive of his real happi- 
r N | 


LET no one among you then lament, 
that he is obliged to practiſe the virtues of 
.diligence, and perſeverance. Let no one 
repine, though it ſhould be his allotment 
to get his bread with the feril of his life. 
Have you not, when encountering the 
fury of battle, found "oy minds elevated 
and 


| 17 
and ennobled by its dangers?—T here ad- 
dreſs myſelf unto thoſe who can ſo well 
anſwer the queſtion. You muſt remem- 
ber what ſuperior ſenſations animated 
your ſouls, when, preparing for action, 
you firſt beheld the line extending to 
oppoſe the arrogance of an. approaching 
enemy. 


IpLENESss, as it is always attended with 
diſhonour, muſt be productive of miſery. 
The idle man becomes. a drone in the hive; 
diving meanly, baſely, and diſhonourably, 
on thoſe ſweets which are produced by the 
induſtry of others. However, the vain- 
boaſting, unreflecting man may vaunt on 
the ſubject; the contempt of the world 
is a very ſevere and painful puniſhment, . 
if we are conſcious that we deſerve it :— 
when, therefore, we have nothing to bear 
us up againſt the contumely of our fellow 

B 4 creatures, 
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creatures, our condition is truly deplora- 
ble. But this is not all: as crime, or the 
commiſſion of evil, muſt be miſery; idle- 
neſs muſt be miſery, becauſe it is crimi- 
nal; not only as it produces negligence of 
duty, but as the parent of thoſe corrup- 
tions which finally deſtroy all ſenſe of vir- 
tue, and honour, in the human character. 


Sve] fear is our frail nature, that the 
mind of man, in an unoccupied ſtate, is 
ever open to thoſe fatal inclinations which 
undermine virtue; as the body, from 

want of exerciſe, is diſpoſed to generate 
thoſe corrupt humours which deſtroy 
the health. Such indeed is the natural 
ſtate of the heart, that if we do not 
diligently guard every avenue; the 
enemy will get poſſeſſion of this citi- 
dal of man. If we do not ſurround its 
outworks by good affections, it will be 
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avercome by evil ones, which will ine vi- 
tably bring on its deſtruction. 


Wuzy God firſt created man, he pla- 
ced him in a paradiſe of delight, where 
the earth brought forth its produce with- 
out culture; and plenty appeared in every 
form of luxuriant beauty. But man, 
falling from this primitive ſtate of happi- 
neſs, was ordained to undergo the con- 
ſtant diſcipline of laborious occupation, 
and to procure his ſuſtenance by the ſweat 
of his brow, until he returned unto the 
ground from whence he was taken. 


Sven was the decree of God, when 
man had proved unworthy to exiſt in a 
ſtate of repoſe, and felicity. This world 
accordingly became the ſcene which di- 
vine juſtice was pleaſed to appoint for 
his ſtate of probation ; wiſely and won- 

_  derfully 
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derfully adapting it, by various employ- 
ments, to correct the fatal principle of 
crime, which indolence has ſuch a tenden- 
cy to produce: He therefore, who, by an 
inactive life, ſhrinks from the conflict which 
his Creator has ſtationed him to ſuſtain, be- 
comes diſobedient to the Heavenly Will ; 
and, as a ſervant faithleſs to his truſt, will 
be found unworthy to be hereafterreceived 
into the preſence of his Divine Maſter. 


I,x then a ſtate of inaQtivity, and indo- 
tence, is unnatural to the frame of man; 
if it be deſtructive of his moral character, 
if it endangers his religious hopes, if, in 
ſhort, he muſt be active to be happy how 
ſhould his activity be employed, and to 
what point are his exertions to be direct- 
ed? The anſwer, I doubt not, you have 
already anticipated :—they muſt be direQ- 
ed to the ſphere of his duty, in that con- 

dition 
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dition of life, whatever it may be, to which 
it has pleaſed God to call him. To fulfil 
this, the exertions-of his body, and the 
powers of his mind, as in the various fitu- 
ations of life, they may be varioufly re- 
quired, muſt be employed ; and when 
duty is fulfilled, happineſs is attained. 


Ix it ſhould be aſked, What duty is? 
- I muſt reply, that the object of every 

man's duty, whether as a general mem- 
ber of ſociety, or as ariſing from his 
profeſſion, muſt be well known to him- 
ſelf. Through all the different grada- 
tions of power, from the King to the 
loweſt Officer that derives authority from 
him ; thoſe who govern, well know, that 
they are bound, in their various claſſes, to 
give protection to the weak, to right the 
injured, to puniſh the wicked, and to ex- 

ecute the laws with yigour and with juſ- 
: tice, 
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tice. The people who are governed know 
it, at the ſame time, to be their duty, to 
ſubmit to the laws, to yield them 
their ſupport, to ſhew them reſpect, 
and to conſider the adminiſtrators of 
them as perſons to whom honour is due.— 
But there is another ſword, beſides that 
which maintains the internal order of the 
ſtate, under the adminiſtration of Civil 
Juſtice: there is a ſword to protect us 
againſt foreign enemies, and that ſword 
is placed by your Sovereign in your hands, 
and in the hands of thoſe brave men, who 
unite with you in the glory of proteCting, 
and defending your native land. 


 Bx$1ves the general public duties of 
a man, as part of a conſtituted civil ſo- 
ciety ; or his private duties, as a relative 
individual, there may be ſuperadded the 
particular claims which his country may 


have 
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have upon him in a profeſſional character. 
It is true, that whoever practiſes the duties 
of his ſtation, or profeſſion, whatever that 
ſtation, or profeſſion, may be, muſt be ac- 
knowledged, in a general manner, to fulfil 
the claims his country has upon him: 
The merchant, the manufafturer, the 
tradeſman, the artiſan, and the tiller 
of the ground ; all, by their various in- 
duſtry or enterpriſe, reſpectively advance 
the intereſts and proſperity of their 
country. Someemployments require little 
more than activity of body; there are 
others which with activity of mind muſt 
be blended ; whilſt ſome, connected with 
the purſuits of ſcience, and the reſearches 
of literature, depend almoſt upon the ſole 
exertion of the intellectual faculties. 
Theſe form together one general maſs of 
active life, operating upon fimilar princi- 
ples, united more or leſs with each other, 
| . and. 


"PEN 
and directed to the ſame end; compoling 


an extenſive baſis of national honour and 
proſperity. : 


Bur there is. ſomething yet wanting, 
without which all the exertions of induſ- 
try, of art, and of ſcience, muſt be inef- 
fectual to obtain any high degree of ad- 
vancement; and that 15—SECURITY. 


Donxs rie ſafety. is amply maintained 
by the civil inſtitutions of Government; 
by laws framed with wiſdom, and exe- 
cuted with juſtice, The property and 
character, the liberty and life of every in- 
dividual, is preſerved by thoſe powers, 
with which the civil eſtabliſhment of our 
country is inveſted ; and if they ſhould be 
invaded, or violated, by the robber, the 
defamer, or the murderer ; thoſe powers 


may be called forth-to redreſs, to avenge, 
and 
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and to puniſh. But the civil power ĩs con- 
ſtituted chiefly for the purpoſes of interior 
or domeſtic ſecurity. It may indeed guard 
and enſure that ſafety, which protects the 
_ tranquil progreſs of public proſperity in 
times of peace: but, when a foreign in- 

vader threatens, when the clouds. gather 
around and menace an approaching ſtorm; 
when the arm of hoſtile nations is ſtretch- 
ed forth, when the happineſs, the honour, 
nay, the very exiſtence of an whole people. 
is threatened ; recourſe muſt be had for. 
protection unto thoſe whole profeſſion is, 
the ſword, whoſe glory is found in the 
conflict of war, and who ſo ſenſibly feel 
it an honour that zhey get their bread in the 
ſervice of their country, though: it be with 
the peril of their lies. 


Sven is the actual ſtate and ſituation 


of our own country; protected as it is in 
| the 
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the domeſtic poſſeſſion of freedom, pro- 
perty, and of all that renders life va- 
' Juable, to rational and enlightened. 
man but the infatiate overwhelming 
ſpirit of France, its envy of our wealth 
and proſperity, its hatred of us as a peo- 
ple, its contempt of us as Chriſtians, and 
its mad deſire of univerſal dominion ; has 
compelled Great Britain to apply to that 
power, whoſe exertions have ſo long pro- 
tected, and ſtil] continue to protect her; 
and of which, all who are here aſſembled, 
compoſe a very conſiderable and diſtin- 
guiſhed part. 


Vo, therefore, ſhould juſtly value a 
fituation ſo honourable to yourſelves; 

whoſe very dangers lead to glory, and 
whoſe perils may be ſaid to promote the 
general welfare. Yet ſhould you in any 
moment of weakneſs, to which we are all 
ſubject, 
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NA ſubject, be diſpoſed to regard the ſtate of 
indolent inactive men with envy, a ſuc- 
ceeding moment of reflection, will recal 

the natural animation of your minds. The 
voice of duty, and of that ambition which 
invigorates it, ſhall make you bluſh at any 
inglorious wiſh for eaſe, which might have 
ſtole into your hearts; and you would 
then conſider it with averſion and con- 
tempt. 


Tux noble exploits of the Britiſh navy 
may be ſaid to glow in the brighteſt pages 
of our country's annals, and to obſcure 
thoſe of its enemies. To trace their re- 
nown, however pleaſing and grateful 
to a mind that long has contemplated 
them with aſtoniſhment and gratitude ; 
would claim a portion of time that 
cannot now be allowed me, and a more 

c brilliant 
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brilliant eulogium than I have language 


to expreſs. 


I wzLL know, and am proud to de- 
clare, the characteriſtic virtues of Britiſh 
feamen. They are eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed by a never failing love of their coun- 
try, by humanity towards their fellow- 
creatures, by moderation in victory, by a 
noble difdain of the ſevere hardſhips of 
their profeſſion, and an elevated ſenſe 
of its glories. Nor am I inſenſible to the 
dangers they encounter, or the ſufferings 
they undergo. I know, my fellow chriſ- 
tians, that you get your bread at the 
peril of your lives; but I alſo know 
it to be your pride and your conſolation, 
that this is done in the ſervice of your 
country. 


To 


E#S] 
E you, with all thoſe brave men, where - 
ever they may be, who are employed in 
its defence, your country looks with the 
moſt perfect confidence; not only for the 
protection of its Laws and Liberties, but 
of its moſt Holy Religion. In the united 
character of Britons and Chriſtians, ſhe 
looks to you for the permanent ſecurity 
of her Conſtitution, and the inviolate 
ſanctity of her Altars. | 


LET us then implore the Almighty that 
the arduous exertions of your profeſſion 
may confirm every virtue, and awaken 
every principle, which might- otherwiſe 
have been loſt amid the ruſt and mildew 
of an inactive life! So that whether death 
ſhall entomb you amid the billows, or old 
age conſign you to a tranquil grave on the 
| ſhore; the regrets and the rewards of a 
grateful country, will be followed by the 

C 2 final 
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final retribution of another, and better 
world: for unto thoſe who have been 
faithful unto death, Gop nas PROMISED: 
a CROWN or LIFE. 


| Pſalm 
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Pſalm 107. Verſe 23, 24. 5 


THEY THAT GO DOWN ro THE SEA IN SHIPS, 
AND OCCUPY THEIR BUSINESS IN GREAT 
WATERS; THESE MEN SEE THE WORKS OP 
THE LORD, AND HIS WONDERS IN THE DEEP. 


HAT the intellectual powers of 
| man are ſuited to his nature, and 
condition; that he poſſeſſes the capacity 
of knowing and attaining every thing 
which may ſecure the bleſſings of life, 
and finally advance him to the happineſs 
of eternity; are among thoſe truths, 
which require no uncommon exertion 
* 5 of 
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of the underſtanding; which experience 
confirms, and religion ſanctifies. At the 
ſame time, it is evident that we poſſeſs 
the ability to imagine, what we cannot 
be ſaid ultimately to know; and that 
this capacity is the baſis of our religious 
faith; which, in the language of the 
apoſtle, is the evidence of things not 
OP] | 


* will appear, whenever it ee 
ths duty, or object, of our mind, t 
reflect on the exiſtence and attributes of 
God. Here. the human underſtanding, 
with all its powers, is loſt in wonder and 
adoration, ;. But though man is placed 
at ſuch a diſtance from his Creator, he 
1s endued with the ability of compre- 
hending ſo much of the divine nature, 
as may inflame his zeal and invigorate his 
faculties in this intellectual reſearch. 

| For 
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For eminently ſuperior as the being of a 
God, muſt ever be to the conceptions of 
man; and though the vaſt ſubjects of his 
power, and greatneſs, defy the graſp of 
human intellect; yet we poſſeſs ample 
means of attaining a knowledge of God, 
ſufficient to inſpire us with a juſt ſenfe 
of that religious duty; which every 
one, who acts under the influence of 
his reaſon, muſt know to be the leading 
principle of his exiſtence. This know- 
ledge of God is in ſome degree to be 
acquired, by contemplating his works, 
as they appear in the natural world ; but 
it can only be rendered perfect, by 
knowing and believing in the goſpel of 
his Son, our Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Taz knowledge of God, which may 
be derived from the contemplation of his 
4 works, 
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works, will be the ſubje& of the follow- 
ing diſcourſe. 


A very ſlight ſurvey of the globe, and 
a very curſory examination of the objects 
of the natural world, is ſufficient to ex- 
cite. our admiration and gratitude. They 
who live in the vale of obſcurity, 
and, by the nature of their occu- 
' pations, are prevented from ranging 
among the infinite varieties of nature; 
w1ll neyertheleſs behold ſufficient to con- 
vince them, that there is a being above, 
by whom all things were created, and 
continue to be preſerved: That what/o- 
ever he pleaſeth, that doeth he in heaven, 
on earth, and in the ſea! What pow- 
er, but his alone, could have produ- 
ced that inexhauſtible light, which, 
from the beginning of the world 
to the preſent hour, has formed the 

day; 
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day; nor diſappears at eve, but that 
man, and the'creatures who ſerve him, 
may derive new life from the darkneſs 
and repoſe of night? However limited, 
and contracted, may be the ſphere in 
which Providence has ordained man to 
move, he is always ſurrounded with 
objects that declare the glory, and 
ſhew the handy-work of God. The 
ſun adminiſters its cheering animating 
heat unto all; it gilds the mountain's 
| brow, and exhilarates the humble vale 
that lies in ſecluſion beneath it. The 
freſhneſs of early morn, the noon-tide 
ſplendor, the dewy eve, and the ſpan- 
gled firmament of night; the grateful 
changes of the year, as it paſſes through 
the winter and the ſummer, the ſpring and 
the autumn; the variations of weather, 
in clouds and rain, in heat and cold; the 


progreſs of 9 appearing in the 
fruits 
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fruits of the earth, and the flowers of the 
field; the various animals, whether 
they inhabit the air, the earth, or the 
water, which all appear to have been 
formed for the comfort, the aid, and ſuſ- 
tenance of man; nay, the ſtructure, for- 
mation, and faculties of man himſelf; 
are general objects of creation, which, in 
the great book of nature, lie open to 
the eyes of every one; and excite 
* all to join in the pious exulting ex- 
clamation of the royal pſalmiſt, — O 
Lord] how manifold are thy works ; in wif- 
dom haſt thou made them all ;—the earth is 
full of thy riches ! "Ly 


Though any part of this ſublime pic- 
ture, would alone be ſufficient to prove 
the exiſtence, and to diſplay the power 
of our Great Creator; yet ſtill to preſent. 
them to your attention, in their various 

by forms, 


9 } 


forms, and with their various deſigna- 
tions, will J truſt be of no inconſiderable 
ſervice, in animating you whe go down to * 
the ſea in ſhifts, and occhfey your buſineſs in 
great waters, to ſtrengthen your - convic- 
tion of the exiſtence of a God, by 
the frequent contemplation of his works. 


No opportunity can be more adapted 
to enforce the practice of ſuch contempla- 
tion ; than the immediate moment, when 
you are dwelling on that ocean, which 
forms the moſt ſtupendous object in crea- 
tion. In the beginning, when dark- 
« neſs was on the deep, the ſpirit of 
t“ God moved upon the face of the wa- 
« ters; and whilſt all the ſons of 
« God ſhouted for joy, he gathered 
« the waters together and called them 
“ ſeas; '—Hitherio ſhalt thou come, but 

n 
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no furl her, aud here Aall thy proud waves 
be flayed. 


If theſe wonders of creating power 
have eſcaped your notice, be not 
in future blind to ſuch glorious' means 
of attaining a perfect conviction of the 
exiſtence of a God. One day's ſerious 
examination of the objects you behold, 
will oftentimes do more to convince - the 
ſtubborn infidelity of the atheiſt, than all 
the arguments which learning itſelf can 
| deviſe. You need only a mind properly 
trained and diſciplined by religion, to con- 
found the ſelf ſufficiency of infidels :—for 
you could tell them, © that though you 
had been carried by the tempeſt up to the 
heaven, and down again to the deep; 
though your ſoul had melted away be- 
cauſe of trouble ; yet, that the Lord hath 


delivered you out of your diſtreſs, hath 
made 


* 
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made the ſtorm to ceaſe, and brought you 
unto the haven where you would be.“ 


TnERE are few who enjoy ſuch an ad- 
vantage as you poſſeſs, of conſtantly 
dwelling amid ſo extenſive a ſcene of 
ſublime meditation: and to which one 
would think that they muſt be ſtangers, 
who weaken the principles of religion by 
impious paradoxes, and attempt to obtain 
a name, by impoſing their crude ſyſtems 
on the world. The firſt, and greateſt diſ- 
coveries in philoſophy have been made by 
thoſe, who perſevered with unremitted and 
patient attention to obſerve the various 
appearances of nature. Aſtronomy, to 
which the mariner is ſo greatly indebt- 
ed, may be traced from the humble obſer- 
vations of the antient ſhepherds of Chal- 
dea, through a long gradation of laborious 


and learned men of every age and nation, 
to 


198 ] 
to the fabia diſcoveries: of: Newton, 


the boaſt and honour of our own 
country. 


REMEMBEBER the effect, which the firſt 
fight of the ocean produced upon your 
mind: an object which no one ever 
for the firſt time beheld without aſto- 
niſhment and veneration. Who can 
obſerve this abyſs of waters, rolling 
in the greatneſs of its ſtrength, without 
experiencing the ſublimeſt ſentiments 
of devotion? The philoſopher has in 
vain attempted to aſcertain, with preci- 
fion, all its phenomena. The cauſes of the 
tides, the ſaltneſs of its waters, and the 
very compals that directs your courſe, have 
not perhaps yet been elucidated with that 
perfection, which a future period may 
unveil, | 


WirTtn 
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Wir what admiration muſt we con- 
ſider that immenſe fluid which ſurrounds 
the globe; that air which preſerves the 
principle of life within us, and of which 
we all freely partake, without any ſenſi- 
ble exertion, that either fatigues the 
body, or diſtrafts the mind. Was it of a 
thinner nature, or of one more heavy 
than it at preſent poſſeſſes, we ſhould 
inſtantly languiſh and expire: what wiſ⸗ 
dom therefore is that, which ſo exactly 
has adjuſted its temperature to the ſup- 
port of our exiſtence ! 5 


OssER VRH the clouds continually float - 
ing around you, and affording nouriſh- 
ment to the ground. Did the water, 
contained within their boſom, deſcend 
at once, the world would again be either 
overwhelmed with a deluge, or be par- 


tially affected. But God cauſeth it to 
| fall 
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fall in ſhowers, fo that every plant 
drinketh water of the rain of heaven. 


W find the earth filled with every 
thing that can tend to the comfort 
of man; and containing within itſelf 
the principles of increaſe, and fer- 
tility. All around us paſſes away, and 
decays with age, but the earth poſſeſſes 
a renovating power, which produces 
without ceſſation. Faithful to the, huſ- 
bandman who cultivates and adorns its 
ſurſace, it deceives not his anxious ex- 
pectation; but returns with intereſt the 
grain, which his provident . induſtry 
had fown. The acorn ſprings from its 
boſom, at firſt a feeble plant, bending to 
every breeze; until from the ſecret 
cauſes of vegetation, it grows into a 
ſtrength that almoſt defies the ſtorm : 
and, having towered amid the foreſt, falls 
to 


Si 
to ariſe with new glory, the naval: buls | 


wark of our country. 


Nor muſt we paſs unnoticed, the 
varieties of animated nature, which the 
ſea contains. Some of its inhabitants 
even ſeem to delight in the fury of 
contending elements; and, by their ap- 
pearance on the billows, are thought to 
portend calamity to the mariner. Others 
baſk on the rugged prominences of the 
rock, and find their food from plants, that 
grow in the depths of the ocean. 


Tu firmament of the heavens above 
diſplays alſo a noble field for contem- 
plation; where other worlds, revoly- 
ing in the immenſity of ſpace, teach 
man that veneration for his God, which 
forms the baſis of religion: — lere is no 
Heecli, nor language, where their voice is 

oY D | not 
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wot heard; for their ſound is ou out into 
all lands. 


Taz philoſopher, who purſues nature 
in all her various appearances; who traces 
an endleſs connection through every 
part of her extenſive kingdom, in 
order to apply her powers to the ad- 
vantage of mankind; will acquire a 
more curious, and, as it relates to ge- 
neral ſociety, a more uſeful knowledge 
of the natural world, than thoſe who 
are engaged in laborious occupations. 
But, in a religious ſenſe, as a means of 
diſpoſing the mind to a belief in God; 
to an acknowledgment of his power, 
and a devout awe of his diſpenſations ; 
what view can nature afford which is not 
ſufficient? At the ſame time, it muſt be 
| obſerved, that ſome ſcenes are more pe- 
culiarly calculated to impreſs the mind 

_— with 
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with veneration: there are certain pro- 
feſſional duties, which preſent unto 
thoſe engaged in them, a ſublimity 
of nature, as well as a perfection of 
art ; but ſeldom, if ever, in the power of 
others to behold. 


VE, who live amid the viciſſitudes of 
contending elements, whoſe repreſentation 
alone fills the common beholder, though 

in ſafety, with diſmay, paſs your lives 
in a continual ſutvey of the moſt ſublime 
object of nature, which is the ocean; 
and in conducting the moſt wonderful 
work of art, which is the ſhip that bears 
you through it. Unto you is given to 
trace the Creator of the world, in the 
ſublimeſt of its features: you ſee him in 
the ocean, you hear him in the tempeſt, 
and look for his protection amid the 
winds and waves. His power is alike 
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felt by you, whether you glow beneath 
a vertical fun, or ſhiver amid a frozen- 
ſea, You not only behold the power 
of God, as it appears in making the 
ſtorm fulfil his word ; but in the differ- 
ent climes, to which you are conducted, 
by a life of perilous adventure. 


Ir is a natural ſubje&t of aſtoniſh- 
ment, that thoſe who go down to the 
fea in ſhits are ever otherwiſe than 
religious and devout characters: as they 
fee the works of the Lord, and his wonders 
in the deep; they could not poſſibly reſiſt 
the force of ſuch daily evidence, without 
the fatal influence of ſome error, early 
received, which an heedleſs inattention 
augments. No claſs of men, taken 
as a body, has ever ſhewn a greater 
reſpe& for religion, when properly pre- 
ſented to their attention; and however 

þ the 
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the vices of a few individuals may have 
drawn unjuſt aſperſions on their pro- 
feſſion; the religious diſpoſition, and 
that attention to propriety of demeanour, 
which of late years has appeared among 
you, and been ſo much cheriſhed by your 
reſpective commanders; will not fail, if 
thus continued and ſupported, to with- 
draw the only ſhade, which malice or 1g- 
norance has often caſt over THE NOBLE 
CHARACTER OF A BRITISH SEAMAN. 


BE careful duly to impreſs on your 
mind this important truth :—that it parti- 
cularly behoves you to encourage a devout , 
ſpirit, and an high ſenſe of the conſo- 
latory mercies of your religion; it is the 
talent whoſe increaſe will hereafter be 
demanded at your hands. By a devout 
ſpirit, I mean an elevated, and ſuperior 
mind: a mind, that ſhall look beyond 
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the common level for thoſe cauſes, the 
effects of which it daily perceives ; that 
ſhall poſſeſs ſuperior -calmneſs in the 
day of battle, and reſignation in the 
hour of death: a mind, which un- 
moved by ſuperſtitious influence, ſhall 
behold the Deity in the ſublimeſt 
of his works, ſhall trace Omnipo- 
tence on the billows of the deep, and 
reſt aſſured; that, though the waves 
of the fea are mighty, and rage horribly; 
yet that the Lord who dwelleth on _ 
is mightier. 


I nav endeavoured to offer to 
your ſerious confideration the wonders 
of the natural world, as they appear 
before us; and may vou be awakened 
to a juſt ſenſe, of thoſe peculiar ad- 
vantages, which are obtained by the 


| contemplation of nature and her works. 
A ſub- 
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A ſubject that has been recommended 
in this diſcourſe, to cheer and ſtrengthen 
you, when wearied by confinement and 
fatigue ; and to prepare your minds for 
higher objects. God will thus appear 
an all-powerful, and all-wife Creator, 
who knoweth the place where light dwel- 
 teth, who can number the clouds in wiſdom ; 
whoſe way is in the ſea, and : whoſe path. is 
in the great waters. Yet remember that 
your worſhip of him will be very imper- 
fect, if you do not adore him for his re- 
deeming love, as well as his creating pow- 
er: a truth which I ſhall endeavour to 
prove in a ſubſequent diſcourſe. For you 
ſhould all know, that God has himſelf 
' commanded you to expect your final 
happineſs, on no other hope, but in and 
through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, a 


D 4 Matthew, 
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Matthew, Chap. xiv. Verſes 2 5, 26, 27. 


AND' IN THE FOURTH WATCH OF THE NIGHT, 
JESUS WENT UNTO THEM, WALKING ON THE 
SEA», AND WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAW HIM 
WALKING ON THE SEA, THEY WERE TROUBLED, 
SAYING, IT 18 A SPIRIT! AND THEY CRIED 
OUT FOR FEAR. BUT $8TRAIGHTWAY JESUS 
SPAXE UNTO THEM, SAYING, BE OF GOOD 


CHEER! Ir 1s 1!-BE NOT AFRAID! 


HROUGH the preceding diſcourſe, 
it was my anxious endeavour to con- 

firm in your minds the belief of an omni- 
potent God, by whoſe will the world was 
created; 
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created; and by whom, we ourſelves live, 
move, and have our being. The leading 
arguments, for ſuch belief, were drawn 
from the particular circumſtances of your 
lives ; and the objects which continually. 
preſent themſelves, with ſuch predomi- 
nating effect, to your attention. They 
who go down to the ſea in ſhips, and occupy 
their buſineſs in great waters, have oppor- 
tunities of beholding the wonders of crea- 
tion, and the ſublime appearances of na- 
ture, whether in beauty, grandeur, or 
horror ; which thoſe, who are engaged in 


the more tranquil and ſtationary employ=__ 


ments of life, cannot enjoy. 


Fox though we may look through 
nature up to Nature's God ; though by 
reaſoning on the ſeveral glories of creation, 
we may convince ourſelves that there is 
a Supreme Being, by whom e heavens 

and 
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and the earth were finiſhed, aud all the hof 
of them,-and by whom man was formed 
out of the duſt of the ground; yet ſtill 
we ſhall find ourſelves in a ſtate of dark- 
neſs, and obſcurity, with -nothing more, 
than the glimmering light of human rea- 
fon, to guide us amid all the dangers and 
difficulties of life, or to conſole us when 
we arrive at its awful termination. 


RzAas0v is that faculty in the mind 
of man, which enables him to trace 
effects from their cauſes. It is that prin- 
ciple within you, by the exertion of 
which you perform the duties of your 
profeſſion, and fill up the meaſure of 
your occupations. It is that power of 
the underſtanding, which diſtinguiſhes be- 
tween various objects, and diſcerns their 
ieparate- utes, and applications, But 
this reaſon, though it may ſerve the 

purpoſes 
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purpoſes of your natural ſtate, or the 
ordinary courſe of life, is not ſufficient, 
without divine aid, for your ſpiritual con - 
cerns ; and would prove of itſelf a very 
inſufficient and devious guide to the im- 
portant truths of religion. It has indeed 
often been deſcribed, as the helm that 
would direct us in our paſſage through 
the voyage of time; but, unleſs religion 
is the pilot, we ſhall never reach the 
haven of eternal peace. Reaſon, alone, 
cannot diſpel the miſts of prejudice, or 
correct the variations of error: how 
often is it turned from its courſe, by ſome 
ſeducing pleaſure, which attratts it to 
the land! how often, loſt in eaſe and 
indolence, it ſtrikes upon the rock, or 
drives upon the quickſand! how often, 
when the ſtorms of paſſion ariſe, does it 
leave the veſſel to its fate; and when 


it is impelled, a mere wreck, to the brink 
of 


[ 44 ] 
of deſtruction; reaſon, agitated and alarm- 
ed at its own weakneſs, would {ink into 
the opening gulph ; if religion did not 
ſeize the helm, and direct the ſhattered 
veſſel to the ſhore. | 


Wx x labouring under the oppreſſion 
of ſorrow, reaſon may tell us, that man. 
is born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
ward : that we muſt receive the bread of 

adverſity, and the water of affliction ; 
and can alone hope to cloſe this ſcene of 
tribulation in the grave. In this uncer- 
tain and gloomy ſtate, reaſon leaves us, 
with but a faint ray of light, to as us 
onward in our pilgrimage. 


Tus Chriſtian religion here comes to 
the aid of man; and, exhorting him to be 
of good cheer, declares that. all are 


equally under the care of a juſt and mer- 
ciful 


1 1 


ciful God: but, that in order to become 
perfect and upright, they muſt paſs 
through the diſcipline of tribulation, and 
muſt encounter adverſity in the face of 
their fellow creatures. Thus will their 
virtues be proved and the infirmities of 
their mind be deſtroyed. As many as I 
love, ſaid the ſpirit, I rebuke and chaſten; 
to curb their paſhons, to humble their 
pride, to wean them from the tranſient 
objects of time, and to direct their 
thoughts to the glories of eternity. 


RE Aso therefore, when calmly and 
ſoberly directed to the contemplation of 
the magnificence of creation, muſt be 
accompanied by a belief that there 1s 
a God. This is a truth proclaim- 
ed through all His works! Natural 
religion may diſcover that God is the 
object of human adoration: but how 

| that 


[ 46 J 


that God is to be worſhipped, for what 
end man was created; what are his 
duties in this world, what are his hopes 
in another; by what means the one are 
to be performed, or the other to be 
obtained ; was reſerved for the revelation 
of the goſpel by Jeſus Chriſt, to diſcover, 
to teach, and to ſupport. The contem- 
plation of the ocean alone may be ſuf- 
ficient to inſpire the mind of man, with 
an awe and reverence of the power by 


whom it was made :—the ſea is His and 


He made it! but to worſhip that power 
in ſpirit, and in truth, - muſt be obtained 
by a knowledge of the goſpel of Him, 
who walked upon it. 


Wren Adam, by his diſobedience, fell 
from that ſtate of innocence, which God 
had placed him in the garden of Eden to 
confirm; his nature underwent a melan- 

choly 
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choly change; and in conſequence 'of 
it, the human race, from that pe- 
riod to the preſent day, have been con- 
ceived in fin, and fhapened in iniquity. It 
however pleaſed God, for the myſterious 
purpoſes of his providence, to govern 
his choſen people, the Jews; by commu- 
nicating his will to the patriarchs, and 
prophets, through a long ſucceſſion of 
ages: thus aſſiſting the weak erring rea- 
ſon of man, by the ſupernatural commu- 
nication of his word. Until at length, 
in due time, he mercifully accompliſhed 
what all the powers of reaſon, all the 
wiſdom of the pagan ſages, could not diſ- 
cover, and the ſpirit of prophecy alone 
had been permitted to unfold; the bring- 
ing life and immortality to light by the 
goſpel, 


I sYALL 
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I SHALL not here enlarge on the myſ- 
terious birth of Chriſt; on the ſpotleſs 
ſanctity of his life; on the pure dottrines 
which he taught; on the miracles he per- 
formed; on his agonizing death upon the 
croſs; and his final reſurrection to the 
right hand of his Father: but ſhall preſent 
to your attention, and, as I truſt, to your 
eternal advantage, the unſpeakable be- 
nefits which reſult to you, as Chriſtians, 
from his appearance on earth ; the du- 
ties which conſequently ariſe from that 
diſtinguiſhed character; and the promiſes 
which the goſpel holds forth of final ſal- 
vation. f1 | 


By the fall of our firſt parents, man 
was left in a ſtate of corruption and in- 
firmity, from whence natural religion was 
unable to remove him. Human means 
could be of no avail in reſtoring a fallen 

race 
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race to the favour of God. The diſtance 
between the Creator, and the creature, 
is ſo great, that it demanded ſome in- 
termediate agent to form an union of 
them: it pleaſed God therefore, through 
infinite goodneſs, to ſend his only ſon, 
that the vaſt ſpace between heaven 
and earth might be filled; and thus to 
connect, by this benignant mediation, the 
power and goodneſs of God with the 
weak and corrupt nature of man. 


Sixck the gracious appearance of 
Jeſus Chriſt, a change, equally aſtoniſhing 
and happy, has taken place in our nature 
and character; in the knowledge of our 
duty, as it reſpects the conduct of this 


life, and in the certainty of our hopes, 


as they preſs forward to the prize of 

the high calling which is now before 

us. 5 334 1 d 
hi Tux 


Tax exiſtence of a God, as the firſt cauſe 
and Creator of all things, is no longer 
obſcured by the clouds of ignorance, 
but is clearly unfolded to mankind. 
That God, of whom the pagan world 
knew nothing, but as he was repreſented 
amid the confuſion and abſurd deſcrip- 
tions of their fables, is offered to the 
view of Chriſtians, ſurrounded with 
thoſe attributes, which are moſt mercifully 
adapted to ſoften the awful dignity of 
his character, and to encourage the bleſſed 
hope of reconciliation and favour. 


Wx are no longer in a ftate of uncer- 
tainty, reſpecting the nature of that go- 
vernment which rules the immenſity of 
creation ; but have the authority of God 
himſelf, to declare, that we are all under 
the conſtant and vigilant protection of a 


benign providence. Our heayenly Fa- 
4 | ther, 
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ther, with a parental love that far ſur- 
paſſes our feeble comprehenſion, is always 
mindful of us; and in every thing conſi- 
ders rather the infirmities we , poſſeſs, 
than the virtues we ought to manifeſt. 
We are aſſured, that nothing but our wp 
negle&t and diſobedience can with- 
draw his protection, which peryades 
every part of the univerſe ; arrayingethe - 
lillies of the field, and ſuſtaining even 
the fowls of heaven: without his knows 
ledge a ſparrow is not ſuffered to 
fall to the ground, and eyen the very 
hairs of our head are all numbered. 


As the Chriſtian religion has revealed 
à more perfect knowledge of the nature 
and object of life; it has alſo afforded a 
more conſolatory and extenſive idea of 
the myſterious power of death. We arg 
now taught, under the goſpel, to regard 


E 2 it 


181 


it as a paſſage to the light of eternal 
day, No doubt, no painful uncer- 
tainty ſhould agitate the laſt moments 
of the dying Chriſtian, who knows 7hat 
his Redeemer liveth, and that He ſhall 
Aand at the latter day non the earth. 


Bor our bleſſed Saviour not only 
abated the agonies of death by the glori- 
ous doctrines He taught; but deſcended 
into the gloomy manſtons of the grave: 
that its terrific darkneſs, which hitherto 
had appalled the heart of man, might, 
by the brightneſs of his preſence, be diſ- 
perſed for ever. There is therefore no 
abode after this life, no place, where the 
departed foul of man awaits the- awful 
mandate of reſurrection, in which Jeſus 
Chriſt has' not himſelf appeared. From 
the moment of the body's diſſolution, to 
the period of its delivery from death, He 

has 
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has borne its ſorrows, beheld each 
ſolemn grandeur, and | explored that 
unknown abode, which every revolving 
day renders nearer to us. And we may 
reſt aſſured, the ſame benevolent com- 
paſſion, which urged Him to make 
this world an happier ſtate for his diſci- 
ples, during their mortal probation, has 
induced Him to alleviate every pain, and 
to remove any dreadful horror, that the ſoul 
might otherwiſe have experienced on leav- 
ing its earthly tabernacle. When the ſpirit 
of man has ceaſed to animate this periſh+ 
able frame; and has entered trembling on 
that expanſe, which at preſent ſeems to 
ſtretch out its impervious gloom ; his mer- - 
ciful Redeemer will extend the arm of 
power, that ſupported St. Peter on the 
deep; and will exclaim, as he did to the 
diſciples, —Be of good cheer ! it is Il be nat 
afraid ! 


E 3 BxroRE 


FE 


Bzroxz the appearance of Jeſus 
Chriſt, human knowledge, as to the na- 
ture of God and ourſelves, was, as I be- 
fore obſerved, ſpecious and imperfe&t. 
The light of nature was ſufficient to en- 
able 'us to diſtinguiſh right from wrong : 
that the breach of thoſe laws, which 
reaſon had inſtituted as religious duties, 
produced guilt; and that an obſervance 
of them formed, what the pagan deno- 
minated, virtue : but, whether man was 
| Hereafter to be puniſhed for the one, or 
to be rewarded for the other ; what was 
the juſtice, or the mercy of God; and how 
they would either of them operate after 
death upon his rational creatures, was 
more than reaſon could tell, Yet in 
this uncertain, miſerable ſtate, was man 
left; until Jeſus Chriſt, the Sun of Rigb- 
teouſneſs, aroſe, with healing in his 
wings, 


Ca TI 


wings, to publiſh the goſpel of repent- 
ance, and remiſſion of fins. 


Ir is 'alſo neceſſary to impreſs upon 
your minds, that ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt 
is accompanied with certain conditions z 
and can only be obtained by the fulfilling 
of them. You muſt be Chriſtians hefore 
you can obtain Chriſtian redemption : but 
the Chriſtian character is alone acquired, 
by the practice of thoſe doctrines, preach- 
ed by your Saviour when on earth, and 

recorded for your edification in his goipel 

of the New Teſtament. | 


Tazxssz doctrines, with which I truſt 
none of you are unacquainted, contain 
whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 

Juſt, whatſoever: things are pure, what- 
ſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things 
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are of good report: for there is no 
virtue that can contribute to the real 
happineſs of ſociety, to the internal peace 
and tranquillity of the mind, and to the 
exaltation of the human character, which 
does not make a part of the Chriſtian 
religion. Patience, fortitude, meekneſs, 
and forbearance ; with a charity, that ſuf- 
fereth long and is kind; that embraces 
not only the friend and the ſtranger, but 
even the enemy; are comprehended in 
the divine ſyſtem of revealed religion. 
Thus do all the active virtues appear to 
greater advantage, and acquire new ener- 
8Y from its benign influence. 


| CnnisTIANITY therefore aroſe like 
the light of day: mild as the morning's 
dawn, it caſt its welcome rays on the 
dreary ſolitudes of Gentile darkneſs ; 


and, advancing in the greatneſs of its 
* 


* 1 

ſtrength, cheered and ſupported the hearts 
of all men. Human wiſdom is in ge- 
neral ſo ſhort ſighted and confined, that 
few look beyond the period to which 
their exiſtence is limited: We forget 
that a thouſand years are in the ſight of 
God but as yeſterday. We find com- 
fort and repoſe under the conſolatory in- 
fluence of Chriſtianity; but are too un- 

mindful, that this wonderful and ſub- 
lime ſyſtem of mercy, is yet but in part 
accompliſhed, Its growth, like the lofty 
cedar, is flow and majeſtic; its wide- 
ſpreading branches protect us from the 
ſtorms and tempeſts of the world :—but a 
blefſed day will come, though we may 
not behold it, when its root ſhall have filled 
the land; when the hills ſhall be covered with 
its hadow ; and its branches all ftretch out 
unto the ſea. 


CoNnSIDER 


Wor 


ConsIDER maturely, whether an in- 
tellectual blindneſs to the benign cha- 
rafter of our religion, may not have 
led you onward to the very brink of 
deſtruction. Have you examined your 
principles, with ſuch a ſerious attention, 
as to be rationally convinced that your 
mind is not influenced by a lying, and 
evil ſpirit, which ſo often aſſumes the 
appearance of truth to deceive man- 
kind? Draw near then, and with the 
pure eye of Faith behold this ſublime, 
this important object. It no longer 
reſerves its brightneſs to a choſen peo- 
ple, but is openly diſplayed unto 
the world. It is not accompanied 
with terrific majeſty, as when the 
mountains melted from before the 


Lord; but with words of conſolation, 


delighting 
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delighting in mercy, it ſpeaketh comfort - 
ably unto thee, O man! and promiſes 
eternity of happineſs; if thou wilt only 
do juſtly, and love mercy, and walk | 
humbly with thy God. 


Tu Chriſtian religion, inſtead of 
bearing that rigid auſtere charaQter, 
that gloomy and melancholy aſpeA, you 
may have heard aſſigned it, is formed to 
promote your happineſs and peace of 
mind; to elevate your character in the 
eſtimation of the world ; and to ſecure 
you from miſery and danger. Whilſt 
men continued loſt amid the dark ſuper- 
ſtitions of paganiſm; they might with 
reaſon complain of the heavy yoke, 
which, under the name of religion, re- 
preſſed every noble effort of the mind. 
But, fince the light of reyelation has 

ariſen, 
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ariſen, to extricate them, from the wild, 
incoherent ſyſtems, which human wiſ- 
dom, unaſſiſted by grace, had attempted 
to form; what ſtrange infatuation muſt 
be that, which not only neglects ſuch 
bit, but def] {pics it ? | 


[ navg addrefled theſe reflections, my 
brethren, more particularly to you ; be- 
cauſe I well know, that if you give them 
proper attention, the native courage of 
your hearts would thus be elevated and 
nrengthened; whenever duty calls you 
to repel thoſe enemies, who have ma- 
niteited fuch virulence againſt the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, in all places where their in- 
fidel power could deſtroy its altars. Chriſt 
died for you; and ſurely none can be here 
aſſembled, who would heſitate to riſk their 
lives for that religion, which He eſtabliſhed 

on 
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on earth, that you mi ght live hereafter in 
heaven, 


Sven are the bleſſings we derive from 
the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. The more 
you weigh them with devout attention 
in your minds, the more will your grati- 
tude ariſe to your heavenly Father, for 
ſuck means of grace, and for ſuch hopes of 
glory. The wonders of creation, and re- 
demption, claim our devout admiration: 
they are both full of tenderneſs, of mercy, 
and of love; they both unite in conſo- 
ling us during our pilgrimage on earth, 
and in preparing us for eternity: and 
are ſo fraught with bleſſings, beyond 
what human nature could expect in its 
fallen ſtate, that all, who have impreſſed 
a juſt ſenſe of them on their mind, muſt be 
frequently led to exclaim with David, 

Lord! 
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Lord! wHArT 1s MAN, THAT THOU 
HAST SUCH RESPECT UNTO HIM; OR 
THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU $0 
REGARDEST HIM? + 


James, 
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james, Chap. iti. Verſe 4. 


BEHOLD THE SHIPS! WHICH THOUGH THEY BB 
so GREAT, AND ARE DRIVEN OF FIERCE 
WINDS, YET ARE THEY TURNED ABOUT WITH 

4A VERY SMALL HELM, WITHERSORVER THE 


GOVERNOR LISTETH. 


HAT man was formed for ſociety ; _ 
. that all his powers, and all his 
infirmities, whether corporeal or intel 
lectual, denote his being born to live in 
a continual ſtate of affording and receiv- 
ing aſſiſtance; is plainly viſible among the 
moſt obvious circumſtances of life. Con- 
| ſidered 
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ſidered as an individual, he appears in 
all his native weakneſs, as a grain of 
ſand ſeparate from the general maſs; 
which thus loſes that conſideration and 
fupport. it would otherwiſe poſſeſs. He 
is ſurrounded with wants, which, to 
advance his comfort, muſt be ſupplied, 
and with ſuperfluities, as equally ne- 
ceſſary to the comfort of others. Thus 
is the nature of man dependant upon 
his fellow creatures; and that depen- 
dance, operating through the vaſt range 
of intellectual nature, forms what is de- 
nominated the Social State. 


Bur ſuch a ſtate can neither be enjoy- 
ed, or preſerved, without a ſtrict obſer- 
vance of thoſe eſſential laws, which con- 
ſtitute the general exiſtence of ſociety 
and a reſpectful attention to thoſe ſubor- 
dinate regulations, that relate to its 

inferior 


\ 
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inferior diviſions. A governing power 
becomes therefore indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary; to whoſe directing wiſdom, muſt 
be ſubmitted, the guidance and intereſts 
of a ſtate, ſo complicated and various. 
By this power, ſuch laws will be enacted, 
as the public exigences demand, for 
protection, tranquillity, and general ad- 
vantage. An uniform obedience to thoſe 
laws, which have thus been formed for 
the benefit, or rather for the exiſtence 
of any community, ſince no community 
can exiſt without them, muſt be acknow- 
ledged a part of that univerſal compact, 
which has received the ſuffrage of ci- 
vilized ſociety. While men thus enjoy 
te bleſſings of ſecurity, they muſt grate- 
fully make the return of ſubmiſſion and 
duty: of ſubmiſſion, conſiſting in a wil- 
ling obedience to the laws, as far as it 
. themſelves; and of duty, as diſ- 
F 7 | 
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played in the active defence and ſupport 
of them, whenever they are invaded by 
others. 

Every true and loyal Briton will 
readily confeſs the advantages, which re- 
ſult from living under a government; 
where, in every part, appears a gradua), 
regular, wiſe ſubordination : where the 
power that rules is circumſcribed 
within certain limits; and the duty of 
thoſe who obey, is determined, by known 
laws: where no change can be made 
in the näture of any claims, which 
the power that governs, and the people 
who are ſubject to it, mutually poſſeſs ; 
without ſome extraordinary cauſe to 
juſtify ſuch an innovation; where the 
ſovereign authority is unmixed with 
tyrannic or arbitrary ſway ; where juſ- 
tice is executed in mercy; and thoſe, 

1 | who . 
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* who are inveſted with the dignity of 


its adminiſtration, have not the privilege 
of making laws, according to their paſ- 
fions or underſtandings ; but are ſolely 
appointed to enforce thoſe already pre- 
pared, by the wiſdom and experience 
of the legiſlature, for the common wel- 
fare. 


We enjoy, by this means, a degree 
of ſecurity, of public happineſs, and in- 
terior tranquillity, for which a very large 
and oppreſſed part of Europe languithes 
in vain, Hence it is, that we exult as 
Engliſhmen in the honour of our charac- 
ter, the excellence of our conſtitution, 
and a courſe of national proſperity : 
while the country, whoſe ſhores you 
behold ; and againſt whoſe inſulting me- 
naces, you now offer, and have ſo long 
offered, a proud defiance; contains ſcenes 

| F 2 of 
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of confuſion and diſorder, of tyranny and 
miſrule, of perſecution and murder; at 
whoſe horrors Europe trembles, and in 
which all Europe would have been in- 
volyed ; if Britiſh honour, Britiſh cou- 
rage, and Britiſh power, had not ſtood 
forth to check the progreſs of an ambition, 
the moſt inſatiable and cruel, For it 
is not, my brethren, the cauſe of your 
country alone which is maintained, by 
thus traverſing the ocean, and diſplay- 
ing this glorious aſſemblage of naval 
ſtrength, even at the very harbours of 
the enemy ; but the cauſe of every part 
of the civilized world: Nations, yet un- 
born, ſhall hear your noble exertions re- 
lated with gratitude ; and ſhall make the 
arduous labours, you now endure, the 
frequent theme of praiſe and emula- 


tion, 


Tat 
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Taz power of France, ariſing, like 4 
demon, from the ruins of ſocial happineſs, 
of public juſtice, of every thing that 
dignified, adorned, and conſoled human 
nature; has proved the moſt bitter and 
ſevere ſcourge, which heaven, in its 
anger, ever employed to chaſtiſe the 
earth. It is not an enemy combating for 
glory and renown, like the celebrated 
Heroes of antient times; it is not to 
* obtain a ſettlement in a milder region, 
which invited the northern hordes, to at- 
tack the more poliſhed and wealthy na- 
tions; it is not a frantic enthuſiaſm, like 
the cruſades of former centuries ; when 
an intemperate, but honeſt zeal for the 
Chriſtian Religion, carried the armies of 
Europe, to ſhed their blood and obtain 
fruitleſs laurels, beneath the walls of 
Antioch, and on the plains of Jeruſalem : 
but an Evil Spirit athirſt for blood, that 


F3  mocketh 
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mocketh at all religion, that ſeeks 10 
gain the pride of all glory, and to bring 
into contempt, all the honourable of the 
earth. 


Bur let us turn from this ſad affecting 
picture, of ſuch unexampled depravity, 
and merited wretchedneſs; to purſue 
the more immediate ſubject of this diſ- 
courſe. 


St. James, in the chapter from whence 
the text is choſen, deſcribes, by an apt 
compariſon, the neceſſity and advantages 
of obedience. — My brethren, be. not 
maiy maſters! behold the ſhips, which 
though they be ſo great, and are driven of 
fierce winds, yet are they turned about, with 
'a very ſmall helm, witherſoever the governor 
lifieth. A Ship, in which ſo much of 
your life is paſt, is a juſt emblem of 


the 
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the Social State; or in other words, of a. 
political government. Here every. one 
has his appointed ſtation. The various 
gradations of command and obedience 
are clearly marked : and it is a truth, as 
evident to your underſtandings, as the 
meridian ſun is to your ſight ; that by a 
joint co-operation of all in their reſpective 
departments; of thoſe who command, and: 
of thoſe who obey; the veſſel is con- 
ducted through the waves in ſafety, ap- 
pears almoſt to defy the tempeſt; and 
often returns, rich in victory and in 
honour. 


| Yer alas! ſuch is the frailty of our 
nature, ſuch the delufive ideas we 
are diſpoſed to form of happineſs; and; 
ſo many falſe lights are hung out in 
the world, to deceive and to miſlead; 
that, although the courſe of our duty is 
| FL clearly 
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clearly marked out before us, we ſteer 
from it, and ſhould be loſt amid the guſts 
of paſſion; if religion did not enable 
us to return, and proceed with hope and 
confidence on our appointed voyage. Men 
may imagine, for a ſhort time, that they 
are happy in the practices of diſobedi- 
ence ; but they will one day feel the pain- 
ful repentance that awaits them. For 
what joy can that be which is accompa- 
nied with crime! what delight can 
ariſe from actions, aſſociated with guilt, 
and ſucceeded by remorſe. 


Svcn is the ſtubbornneſs of the heart 
of man; that the virtue of obedience, can 
be only rendered perfect, by a ſtrict atten- 
tion to the duties of religion. Its benigg 
influence will in time abate this per- 
nicious leaven, and produce the unaſ- 
ſuming meekneſs of Chriſtianity. It 

| will 
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will teach Men, amid the miſtsof prejudice, 
and the currents that often impel them to 
deſtruction, to render their reaſon ſubſer- 


vient to the will of God. For humility, 
which is ſo diſtinguiſned among the 


Chriſtian virtues, if thus eſſential in the 


conduct of man towards his fellow- 
creatures; how infinitely more does it 
become his duty towards his Maker ! 
The attainment of ſuch a bleſſed temper 
of mind depends on your own exertions : 
you ſhould therefore frequently encourage 
ſuch reflections, as may promote this de- 
ſirable and happy diſpoſition. 


Ir we conſider human nature with the 
attention it deſerves, we ſhall perceive, 
that indolence is a very pervading and 
fatal infirmity. It ſeems to be blended 


almoſt with the very principles of our 


exiſtence z — inſeparable from our 
character, 


©, 
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character, and though often repreſſed, re- 
turns with augmented influence. 


Tux virtue of obedience, has a direct 
tendency to counteradd, and, even in time, 
to eradicate, this infirmity- They who 
have paſſed through the rigid ſchool of 
diſcipline, which the naval profeſſion 
continues to preſerve; are often known 
to form the beſt of fathers, of huſbands, 
and of friends. Every power of the 
mind, from their youth, has been 
called forth to active exertion. They 
have here no flatterers to deceive ! Early 
launched upon the ſtormy ocean, each 
faculty has been exerciſed, which God 
beſtowed on them for improvement. The 
diſcipline of their profeſſion increaſes their 
energy, ſtrengthens the intellectual pow- 
ers, opens new avenues to improvement, 
and aftords reaſon a ſcope to moye in, it 

might 
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might not otherwiſe have attained. Their 
hearts alſo, thus improved, feel compaſ- 
fion for the ſorrows of. another ; bleed at 
misfortunes, not their own; and have a 
common intereſt with the children of 


diſtreſs. 


By obedience therefore the Chriſtian 
character is gradually formed: without 
it every thing haſtens to anarchy and 
diſcord, is toſſed with the tempeſt, and 
comfort is not to be found. We have prin- 
ciples of virtue, and diſpoſitions towards 
vice, ſuſtaining continual conflict in our 
minds. A ſtrict diſcipline therefore be- 
comes neceſſary, leſt the paſſions, which 
were intended to animate the leaven of 
indolence in our nature; ſhould be ſe- 
duced to increaſe its exceſſes, and to aug- 
ment its baſeneſs. How important then 
is it both to our temporal and future inter- 

eſts, 
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eſts, to have this diſpoſition of obedience 
early implanted in our breaſts, 


P ROVIẽDENCE has ordained, that as 
ſoon as reaſon dawns on human in- 
tellect, the firſt duty, the infant learns, 
is obedience to its parents: which gra- 
dually inſtilling itfelf into every open- 
ing idea, and mingling with every ſen- 
ſation ; forms the baſis of future vir- 
tue. A deference to the ſuperior opi- 
nion and abilities of others, if thus early 
eſtabliſhed in the mind of man; pre- 
pares him for that ſubmiſſion which 
Chriſtianity requires; and for that 
diſcipline, without which, his life will 
give but little promiſe of private uti- 
lity, or public reputation. In proportion 
to his own reflection and refolution ; this 
diſpoſition either increaſes, or abates, 
in advanced life; yet ſo allied is it to 
| every 
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every ſucceeding virtue, ſo connedled 


with every endearing and gentle quality; 


that we perceive how much the character 
of a man depends on his cultivating the 
principle of obedience. 


From the ready ſubmiſſion of youth, 
we form a preſage, by no means indect 
five, of its future eminence and dig- 
nity, The child, who diſplays a prompt 
and willing deference for the com- 
mands of his parents, generally be- 
comes a zealous and loyal ſubject. His 
_ reſpect for the ſuperior conſtituted autho- 
rity of the realm, is founded on filial 
love: he finds the name of father revived, 
or enlarged, in that of his king; and, by 
a ſtrict attention to thoſe duties, which 
prove the ſincerity and willingneſs of 
his ſubmiſſion ; he daily prepares himſelf, 


for that certain but awful period; when 


the 


- 
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the kingdoms of this world fhall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and his Chrift; and He 
| fall reign for ever and ever. 


Wx too much negle& to conſider that 
dependance which the Chriſtian duties 
have upon each other. We fooliſhly ſup- 
poſe we may omit ſuch as militate againſt, 
and oppoſe, our preſent inclinations, and 
attend only to the few that remain. 
But how can the beautiful fabric of pro- 
bationary virtue be raiſed, unleſs every 
pillar, which God has formed for its 
ſupport, be found perfect and in its place. 


Tux Chriſtian religion is particularly 
adapted, to render the mind of man hum- 
ble and obedient ; to place ſurrounding - 
objects in that juſt light, which may tend 
to a faithful diſcharge of his duty. 
It guides him through the perplexed 
mazes of lite, like the conduQting fire, 

which 
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which led the choſen people on their 
way. It diſpels the dreams of a reſt- 
leſs ambitious ſpirit; and points out the 
rocks, the quickſands, and lurking dan- 
gers, by which the raſh and ſtubborn are 
deſtroyed. It -enables him to diſcern 
the ſole origin of good and evil; it 
ſhews how deluſive that language is, 
which the world employs to expreſs 
either; and it alſo renders him ſenſible of 
this conſolatory and animating truth 
that his happineſs depends on a faithful 
diſcharge of the duties of his profeſſion; 
connected, as they muſt ever be, with a 
conſtant attention to thoſe, which Jeſus 
Chriſt taught, both by example and by 
precept, 


As the neceſſity of obedience is clear- 
ly viſible in every ſituation of life ; we 
muſt ſuppoſe, that in a department of 


continued 
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continued peril, this duty would be par- 
ticularly required: and it would well be- 
come thoſe, who have never conſidered 
this obligation in a proper light; to be 
aware, that their preſervation depends on 
a prompt and zealous execution, of what- 
ſoever the governor liſteth. 

Vov have entered into the ſervice of 
your country, to preſerve it in quietneſs 
and ſecurity at home; and to curb the aſ- 
ſuming arrogance of an inveterate enemy. 
Your conduct and example in this momen- 
tous duty; will, I doubt not, declare the 
ſincerity of your intentions; and a firm 
reſolution to ſupport that character, for 
which you have been ſo long renowned, 
As one of the moſt important truſts in 
the community, thus devolves on you to 
execute; the ſmalleſt appearance of dif- 
obedience to a Superior, who repreſents 

the 
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perſon of your King, and the govern- 
ment of your country, muſt be con- 
ſidered as baſeneſs and diſhonour. We 
all owe allegiance to our ſovereign, and 
obedience to the laws; nor can we be 
ignorant that they are obligations, from 
which no one is exempt. But you, my 
Brethren, are of a profeſſion, whoſe pre- 
dominant features are loyalty, courage, 


and active patriotiſm; and, in which, 


a willingneſs to ſhed your blood, and 
a noble expoſure of your lives; muſt 
eyer become a duty, when your 
country calls aloud, for protection and 
defence. | 


EvxtRy one, here aſſembled, is, I doubt 
not, anxious to ſhew himſelf worthy of the 
ſituation wherein he is placed; and muſt 


wiſh to be diſtinguiſhed by a prompt obe- 


dience, an upright behaviour, anda devout 
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diſpoſition; which may obtain him reſpe& 
in this world, and the rewards, reſerved for 
good and faithful ſervants, inthe next. You 
may reſt aſſured, that, whenever you feel 
yourſelves influenced by a ſtubborn and diſ- 
obedient ſpirit, which renders duty irkſome 
and diſguſting; it will be impoſſible for 
you to enjoy happineſs, until this evil 
diſpoſition is entirely ſubdued. Chuſe 
rather to acknowledge, that you have been 
hurried away and milled by paſſion, than, 
for a moment, to perſiſt in what con- 
ſcience calls on you to abandon. The 
confeſſion. of a contrite heart, is that 
ſacrifice, in which God delights, Never, 
for a moment, conſider the aſcendency of 


a rude and violent nature, -as a proof of 
courage or independence; but conſtantly 
endeavour to correct it, by an augmented 
diſcipline of the mind. It contains the 
ſeeds of miſery and misfortune, which, 


it 


AE 


it becomes you, by every aid of religion, 
diligently to eradicate; or you will ſome 
day taſte the bitter fruits, that are pro- 
duced by a refratory and 3 diſpo- 
ſition. 


May God render your hearts ſenſi ble 
of theſe important truths ; may He pre- 
ſerve within your minds, a juſt idea of 
reſpe& unto - ſuperior authority, and a 
due conviction of the neceſſity of ſubor- 
dination: for then, inſtead of deriving 
its ſource from the baſe influence of fear, 
your obedience will originate, from loving 
God, your Country, and your King 
with all your heart, with all your ſoul, 
and with all your * 


BLESSED Lord! may it pleaſe thee, to give 
unto theſe thy ſervants, increaſe of grace, to 

hear meekly thy word, and to obey it; may it 
6 2 pleaſe 
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pleaſe thee to bring into the way of truth, all 
ſuch, as have erred, and are deceived: and mer- 
cifully grant, that being ſtedfaſt in faith, joyful 
through hope, and rooted in charity ; they may 
fo paſs the waves of this world, that finally 
they may come to the land of everlaſting life ; 
there to reign with thee, world without end, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Eccleſ, 


E „ N 


Eccleſ. Chap. xliv. Verſe 7. 


THESE WERE HONOURED IN THEIR GENERATIONS; 


AND WERE THE GLORY OF THEIR TIMES. 


A MONG the many incitements to 
a faithful diſcharge of duty ; the 
example of thoſe, who preceded us 
in the path, which God has appointed 
for our probation in this world, will ever 
have a very commanding influence. The 
conduct of our predeceſſors, whether 
in a ſtate of near relation and conſangui- 
nity, or a more removed and diſtant 
connexion, muſt always poſſeſs a 
G 3 due 
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due power, on every well-ordered and 
reflecting mind. For however the exam- 
ple may be, whether of a good or a 
bad character, great advantages may be 
derived; as, from them both, the en- 
couragement to purſue what is right, and 
the neceſſity of avoiding what is wrong; 


muſt, in their reſpective operations, 


have a very beneficial prevalence. The 
frailty of human nature is ſuch, that the 
affecting conſequences of error, are ſome- 
times neceſſary, to deter us from ſin: 
whilſt a contemplation of the progreſs of 
virtue, is the delightful exerciſe of an up- 
right mind; and will preſerve it in the 
career of duty. 


WhHiLE in every quarter of the globe, 
where the Sun of Righteouſneſs has 
ariſen ; all look unto the Goſpel, as to 
one common object, from whence they 

2 derive 
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derive the principles of their con- 
duct, and the moſt powerful incitements 
to a good life: the individuals of parti- 
cular profeſſions, muſt naturally regard; 
as the ſource of more immediate example 
and encouragement, the illuſtrious cha- 
racters, who, in thoſe profeſſions, have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, for pre-eminent 
{kill, talents, and excellence. Profeſſional 
honour invigorates virtue ; nor can any 
means be adopted, more certain to- pre- 
ſerve ſuch honour; than a frequent 
conſideration, of the real nature of the 
ſervice, in which we are engaged; its 
excluſive duties, its advantage to ge- 
neral ſociety; and in what manner, 
theſe various objects, may be beſt pro- 
moted and blended, with the principles 
of our common character, as men, and 
as Chriſtians. 
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Ir becomes therefore highly commen- 
dable in thoſe, who belong to the naval 
profeſſion, to trace the origin and progrefs 
of its eſtabliſhment ; and to obſerve, in 
what eſtimation it has been held, during 
the various and diſtant revolutions of 
the world, as recorded in hiſtory. 


SoctzTY* receives no common injury 
from thoſe, who emulate every character, 
but that which naturally belongs to their 
ſituation in life; who eagerly purſue what 
is perfectly oppoſite to the nature of their 
calling ; and employ a very conſiderable 
portion of time, in the acquirement 
of objects, which, after all, prove only 

- the vain attainments of an injudicious 
choice. By this fantaſtic deſertion, of the 
real intereſts and nature of a profeſſion, 
its reputation and honour muſt be dimi- 
niſhed. Hence it is, that we ſometimes 

perceive 


— 


89 J 


perceive a daſtardly ſpirit of dependance, a 
ſelfiſh and graſping temper, where firm- 
neſs and generoſity were expected; an 
averſion to labour and manly exertion ; 
where activity and reſolution ſhould pre- 
vail; an attachment to trifling forms, 
an affectation of parade, with a proud 
imperious reſerve; where a frank and 
liberal deportment, ſhould cheriſh and 
conciliate. | 


Taar reſpectable ſtation, which you 
occupy in ſociety ; will not yield to any, 
in the honour it has at all times re- 
ceived; nor in the zeal, it has ever ma- 
nifeſted, to promote the happineſs of man- 
kind ; by enlarging the boundaries of 
knowledge, as well as by forming a more 
extenſive chain of union, between the dif- 
ferent families of the human race. On 
the ſhore of the Red Sea, in the land of 
| Edom, 
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Edom, did the ſhips of Solomon, increaſe 
the afluence and renown of his ſubjects. 
In the train of Hiram, king of Tyre, were 
encouraged thoſe who had a knowledge 
of the ſea : and ſurely, it is not improbable, 
that the firſt idea of the ſtupendous ſtruc- 
ture, which we at this moment inhabit ; 
proceeded from that ark, which God him- 
felf inſtructed Noah to build, for the pre- 
ſervation of his family, when Divine Juſ- 
tice denounced The Deluge, which after- 
wards ſpread deſtruction over the face of 


the earth. 


Nor is the ſubje& leſs worthy of 
your exultation as Chriſtians, than as 
profeſſional men. It equally tends to 
caſt a luſtre on the natural defenders of 
our country, to inſpire them with that 
zeal, and to confirm them in thoſe prin- 
ciples, by the influence of which, through 
a long ſucceſſion of ages, their predeceſſors 

have 


E 


have been honoured in their generations, aud 
were the glory of their times. 


From what claſs of men, did our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour ſelect his early followers, 
and ſome of the firſt preachers of 
his goſpel? Was it from among the 
great, the rich, or the learned, that He 
choſe his diſciples? did He go in ſearch of 
them to the ſtately palace, or the crouded 
city? No, my brethren; it was from 
the ſea ſhore of Judea, that He called 
men, from their maritime occupations, to 
tollow Him, 


SHALL ought then, but the utmoſt zeal 
for religion, the moſt decided and con- 
ſtant attachment to their ſuperiors ; be 
ſeen among thoſe, whoſe character has ſo 
long been glorious and renowned? Can 


any one be found among them, fo little 
anxious 
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anxious to preſerve the honour of his pro- 
feſſion, as to diſgrace it by blaſphemy and 
crime? Some indeed, from a wanton 
ſpirit of levity, and wrong principles, 
early inſtilled, may appear to be in- 
volved in fimilar errors; but let us 
truſt, that you will endeavour to leſſen 
their number: and though infidelity, 
ſhould diſgrace the nations of the earth, 
by unfurling its ſtandard among them ; 
though Chriſtianity, inſulted and deſpiſed 
by men, who aſſume the garb of philo- 
ſophy, has been injured by their im- 
pious attacks; may God grant, that it 
ſhall be cheriſhed and ſupported, by the 
unſhaken faith of mariners ; who were 
the firſt to plant the Croſs of Chriſt, and 
to die in its defence. 


Taz difference, between you and the 


ſons of Zebedee, is this :—they left 
their 
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their veſſel to follow Jeſus. Impelled by the 
ſupernatural power of that voice which 
called them, they thus obeyed the heaven- 
ly command, While you muſt prove 
yourſelves the diſciples of Chriſt, by pa- 
tiently continuing in your ſtation ; by being 
attentive - to your appointed duties, and 
ſhewing a conſtant ſubmiſſion to the 
powers that are: for you can only 
follow His voice, by obeying His written 
word, as recorded in the Goſpel. Al- 
though Jeſus Chriſt is returned to 

heaven, and enthroned in glory, on the 
right hand of God; there can be no 
doubt, but that, by fulfilling the duties 
| He has enjoined, you may equally 
become his diſciples, with thoſe who 
accompanied Him from the ſea ſhore, 


and were the conſtant, companions of 
his life, | 


The 
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The naval character, nurtured by a 
commercial and enterpriſing ſpirit, in at- 
taining its preſent greatneſs, has not been 
ihſenſible to the co-operating power of 
religion. A ſpirit of devotion, a conſtant 
attention to the duties of a Chriſtian, has 
appeared. a diſtin&t feature, among the 
moſt renowned of the profeſſion. The hard- 
ſhips and perils which attend it, would 
often break down the firmeſt courage, 
but for the conſolation which religion 


_ affords, For we may ſay of the hardy 


mariner, in the words of the ſon of 
Sirach,—a little or nothing is his reſt ! and 
afterward he is in his flee, as in the day of 


keeping watch ; troubled in the viſion of his 


heart, as if he were eſcaped out of a 
battle. | 


Am1D the various characters, that pre- 
fent themſelves before me; I ſhall ſelect 
| | the 


— 
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the two following, as examples for your 
comfort and encouragement. 


Wax the period arrived, in which it 
was ordained, that new light ſhould dawn 
on the intellectual world, from the diſco- 
very of the weſtern hemiſphere ; and 
ce the trackleſs waſte of the Great Atlan- 
tic Ocean,” was to be explored by the 
{kill and exertions of your profeſſion ; it 
pleaſed God to raiſe up a man, who has 
been honoured in every ſucceeding genera- 
tion. A character, whoſe hiſtory it be- 
comes all thoſe, who go down to the ſea 
in ſhips, to ſtudy with grateful attention. 


Ar the early age of fourteen, Columbus 
began his career on that element, which 

' bore him to ſo much glory. A mind, 
capable of deep reflection, was united to 
the modeſty and diffidence of true genius. 
Kai "0 
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By nature ſagacious, penetrating, and 
reſolute; he was grave, though courte- 
ous in his deportment; circumſpect in his 
words and om a irreproachable in his 
morals; and EXEMPLARY IN H1S AT- 
TENTION, TO ALL THE DUTIES AND 
FUNCTIONS OF RELIGION *. 


ArTEr experiencing variety of diſ- 
appointments, he. at Jength obtaincd 
patronage, ſufficient to execute, though 
at the greateſt riſk and danger ; one of the 
moft extraordinary and daring exploits, 
that the human mind had ever conceived. 
Deeply impreſſed with devout ſentiments, 
he publicly implored, in the midſt of his 
brave followers, the guidance and pro- 
tection of heaven; and the next morning, 
before ſun-riſe, ſtretched in ſearch of un- 
frequented and unknown ſeas. 


* Robertſon's America, Book 2, page 101. 


Having 


E 
Having ſuffered the utmoſt agi- 
tation and fatigue, with a mind that 
almoſt deſpaired of accompliſhing the ob- 
jet of his voyage; he at length was 
confident of being near land. Public 
prayers for ſucceſs, were immediately 
offered up. The ſails were ordercd to-be 
furled, and every ſhip to lie to; keeping 
ſtrict watch, leſt they ſhould be driven 
aſhore in the night. During this interval, 
of ſuſpence and expectation, no man 
cloſed his eyes; all kept on deck, gazing 
intently towards that quarter, where they 

expected to diſcover land. 


ABouT two hours before midnight, 
Columbus, ſtanding on the forecaſtle, 
obſerved a light at a diſtance. A little 
after midnight, the joyful ſound of land! 
land! was heard: but having been often 
deceived, every man waited, in the anguiſh 
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of uncertainty and expeCtation, for the 
return of day. As ſoon as the morning 
dawned, all doubts and fears were diſ- 
pelled. The crew of the headmoſt ſhip, 
inſtantly began the Te Deum, as an bymnof 
thankſgiving to God ; and were joined by 
thoſe of the other ſhips, with tears of joy, 


and tranſports of congratulation. 


Sven is the curſory view of this extra- 
ordinary event, as related by the elegant 


hiſtorian. It is admirably adapted to 


confirm you in the practice of Chriſtian 
duties; and to induce you, to place the 
utmoſt confidence in the wiſdom of your 
ſuperiors. It ſhews the bleſſings of per- 
ſeverance and devotion; with the rewards, 
that, even in this life, ſo often await the 
confidence of a pious mind: and it alſo 
holds up to your emulation, the virtues of 
a diſtinguiſhed character, who has emi- 

4 | nently 
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nently adorned the profeſſion, to which 
you belong. 


Ir we turn our eyes, from this intereſt- 
ing perſon, to our own hiſtory ; we ſhall 
find a long ſucceſſion of naval worthies, 
whoſe conſummate ſkill, and merited re- 
nown, have, at different intervals, appeared 
with undiminiſhed luſtre : but to relate 
their heroic atchievements, with the 
juſtice they demand, tranſcends the 
limits of my preſent duty. I ſhall there- 
fore ſele& only one of theſe eminent per- 
ſons; whoſe tomb, the naval profeſſion 
will ever contemplate with affectionate 
regret, and to whoſe memory, they will 
always pay the moſt grateful reſpect. 


By his natural abilities, by a conſtant 


attention and obedience to the commands 
H 2 of 
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of thoſe under whom he ſerved; did 
the merit of the illuſtrious Cook, 
emerge from obſcurity to the face 
of day. His genius, whoſe current 
had been checked by the chilling 
influence of poverty; attained, by di- 
ligence and perſeverance, that perfec- 
tion in every ſcience, connected with his 
department in life, which enabled him to 
render ſuch eſſential ſervice to our country. 
Without inſtructors, and without friends, 
but thoſe whom his own virtues had ac- 
quired, and almoſt without the means of 
gaining information ; the powers of his un- 
derſtanding, gradually unfolded themſelves, 
with aſtoniſhing increaſe. His unwearied 
application, his patient yet zealous endu- 
rance of fatigue, his ſubmiſſive and unaſ- 
ſuming deportment, won the hearts of all 
that beheld him ; and caſt the firſt ray of 
light, on his humble occupation, as a 


Common 


L 
common ſailor, in one of the inferior 
branches of commercial navigation. 


Ir was from thence, that a circum- 
navigator aroſe, to explore the unknown 
regions of the Pacific Ocean; and 
by his ſkill, penetration, and abilities, 
to determine the doubts, which ſo long 
had occupied philoſophers, reſpecting the 
exiſtence of a continent near the poles; 
which, in thoſe high latitudes, might form 
ſome bound, to the wonderful expanſe of 
the Great South Sea. 


Trax ſchool, in which Cook obtained 
information, was the School of Nature. 
The opportunities he poſlefled, to qua- 
-lify himſelf for this arduous and important 
taſk, were found, amid continued occu- 
pation. It pleaſed God thus to elevate 
him, as an example of what may beacquir- 
ed by diligence and exertion ; to point out 
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the avenues, which lie open to diſtinction, 
for all ranks, in the naval profeſſion ; and 
to prove, that no one can there be placed 
ſo low, or have ſuch defects to ſtruggle 
againſt, from a want of education, as 
may not be ſurmounted by patience and 
induſtry. . 


Tuts was the uniform conduct, of 
our illuſtrious mariner; who, in his many 
virtues, in the patient abiding of meek- 
neſs, in his anxious diſintereſted attention 
to the comfort and preſervation of others, 
advanced, with devout zeal, towards 
an high perfection in the virtues of 
Chriſtianity,—* If Rome decreed the 
civic crown to him, who ſaved the life of 
a ſingle citizen; what wreaths are due 
to the man, who, having himſelf ſaved 
many, has perpetuated the means by 
which Britain may now, on the moſt 

diſtant 
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diſtant voyages, preſerve numbers of 
her intrepid ſons; who, braving every 
danger, have ſo liberally contributed to 
the fame, to the opulence, and to the 
maritime empire of the country *.“ He 
fell, univerſally lamented and beloved, 
a victim to ſavage cruelty and ingratitude ; 
when endeavouring to complete the 
noble object, of a third voyage round 
the globe. Even in his laſt moments, 
he was anxious for the ſafety of his 
aſſaſſins. Thus cloſing a life, long enough 
for his honour, but not for his country, 
with the performance of the moſt diffi- 
cult of Chriſtian duties : in the immediate 
act of imploring mercy for his murderers, he 
reſigned his ſoul unto God Honourable 
age, is not that which ſtandeth in length 
of time, nor that is meaſured by number 
of years; great is his reward in heaven / 
Sir J. Pringle's Diſcourſe, 
H 4 IT 
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- Ir would be difficult, in any profeſ- 
ſion, to find two characters, who have 
rendered ſuch ſervice to mankind ; who 
have manifeſted more attention to thoſe 
duties, which Jeſus Chriſt ordained ; have 
more enlarged- the boundaries of know- 
ledge; and reflected greater glory on 
the ſtation they held in ſociety ; than 
theſe extraordinary perſons. There was 
a native, unaſſuming meekneſs in- both, 
which always marks the great and ele- 
vated mind. They never deviated into 
purſuits, foreign to their department ; 
but kept a ſteady direct courſe, to- 
wards thoſe objects, which profeſſionally: 
were placed before them : and theſe they 
had conſtantly in view, amid a variety 
of obſtacles, of fatigue and danger ; 
that would have appalled and diſ- 
guſted minds, leſs diſciplined to ſuſ- 


tain 
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tain the arduous duties of a ſeaman's 
life; or which had not been accuſtomed, 
to derive ſupport, from the conſolatory 
principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Bx entreated then, my brethren, to keep 
the honour and dignity of your profeſſion 
unceaſingly before you. Let thoſe who 
have preceded you, who were honoured 
in their generations, and were the glory of 
their times, be often preſent to your 
thoughts. 


May the Graceof God, deſcend into the 
hearts of the brave defenders of our Coun- 
try, that they may be always honoured in 
the midſt of the people, and that 
their Name, may burn as a lamp before 
them. Whilſt they purſue their courſe 
over the tempeſtuous billows, and are 
expoſed to all the dangers, that lurk 

unſeen, 
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unſeen, amid the dread abyſs; ſtill, 
O God! continue thy loving kind- 
neſs unto them: — Be Thou zheir ftrength, 


and their fhield, and their exceeding great 
reward, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Matthew, 


Matthew, Chap. viii, Verſe 24. 


THE SHIP WAS COVERED WITH THE WAVES! 


DUE conviction of the over-ruling 
providence of God, is .an attain- 
ment, of which men do not ſufficiently 
eſtimates the advantages; and therefore 
but ſeldom enjoy them in that purity, 
which would ſo conliderably increaſe 
their virtue and promote their happineſs, 
In the melancholy moments of life, they 
too often attempt to ſooth the mind, by 
conſidering calamities, as the arrows of 
fate, launched by the caſual guidance of 
a power, 
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a power, whom they denominate Fortune. 
The proſperous or adverſe iſſue of their 
deſigns, thus conſidered, becomes ex- 
preſſed in terms, more adapted to the 
dark conceits of paganiſm, than the re- 
vealed light of Chriſtianity ; and is more 
calculated, to diſplay the gloomy preſages 
of ſuperſtition, than the unerring princi- 
ples of Evangelic Truth. 


Tux happineſs you enjoy and the ſecu- 
rity you poſſeſs, againſt the many dangers 
that lurk in ſecret, depend on your 
placing a proper confidence in the mercy 
of God; and ſhewing, by your actions, that, 
in all your thoughts, words, and works, 
you look up to The Throne of Grace 
for aſſiſtance and ſupport. They, 
who have accuſtomed themſelves, to 
truſt only to the feeble aid of human 
ability; though, for a time, they may 

have 
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have deceived themſelves and others; by 
the deluſions of an overheated mind; when 
they too late diſcern the inefficacy of 


ſuch reliance ; when they behold: all the 


barriers falling around, which human 
wiſdom thought ſo inſurmountable : then 
will theſe very people, who before ap- 
peared fo confident, fink into the depth of 
deſpondency ; and, overcome by the phan- 
toms of a troubled mind, exclaim, — It 
is enough! now, O Lord! take away my 
life,” ; | 


Tax firmneſs,” which every Chriſtian 
ought to poſſeſs, is ſeldom attained, 
and but little underſtood. - Men in ge- 
neral, are contented to derive a falſe and 
uncertain courage, merely from the force 
of habit or conſtitution ; and neglect that 
pure ſource, ariſing from Chriſtian Faith; 
which, when ſurrounded by danger, ren- 
ders 
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ders the ſoul of man calm and intrepid ; 
riſes ſuperior to ſevere and unex- 
peed trials; bears up againſt fatigue, 
with a reſiſtance that appears incredible; 
and, throughout, diſplays that unſhaken 
ſerenity, which claims and acquires 
univerſal confidence. 


Tux chapter in St. Matthew's Goſpel, . 
from whence the text is choſen, affords a 
memorable inſtance, of the length of time 
requiſite to form the mind, to a perfect 
reliance on the all- protecting providence 
of God. 


Tux diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, having 
heard his divine exhortation on the 
mount, and beheld the repeated mira- 
cles He wrought, in the recovery of 
thoſe, who laboured under divers diſ- 


eaſes; embarked, with Him, in a ſmall 
: veſſel, © 


E 


veſſel, on the lake of Tiberias. The 
uſual ſtillneſs of its waters promiſed ſe- 
curity from danger; and they proceeded 
onward, until a ſtorm unexpeCtedly 
aroſe, inſomuck that the ſhip was covered 
with the waves. If they had firmly be- 
lieved their bleſſed maſter, to be the 
Son of God, the expected Meſſiah of 
Iſrael, they would have diſregarded the 
rage of the tempeſt. Under the pro- 
tection, of ſo hallowed and powerful a 
being, they would have calmly exer- 
ciſed the duties of their ſtation; would 
have diligently employed themſelves, 
in performing all that their experience 
ſuggeſted, and would patiently have 
abided the event; but their minds, not 
being ſufficiently ſtrengthened by Faith, 
to regard ſuch dangers unappalled, be- 
came agitated and diſmayed. In all 
the terror of men, who behold them- 

| ſelves, 
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ſelves ſinking into a watery grave; they 
ran eagerly unto Jeſus, exclaiming,— 
« Maſter, careſt thou not if we perith ?” 
Our Saviour, who compaſſionately diſ- 
cerned the imperfect ſtate of their be- 
lief in the divinity of his nature, and 
the extent of his power; commanded 
the ſtorm to ceaſe: and, rebuking their 
want of confidence, in Him, replied, — 


Why are ye ſo n O * of little 


Faith !” 


THERE is a particular aptneſs and 
beauty in this trial of Faith, experienced 


by the diſciples, which I recommend to 
your particular conſideration. Moſt of 
them, from their childhood, had been 
brought up, and obtained their livelihood, 
on the Lake of Tiberias ; until called by 
Chriſt, to be ſeparated unto the goſpel of 
God. Now therefore, was the time to 

diſplay, 
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diſplay, what effect this religion had upon 
upon them: but not one is recorded to 
have poſſeſſed his ſoul · in firmneſs arid 
reſignation. Inſtead of a ſtedfaſt Faith in 
His power, who accompanied them on 
the lake, they conſidered: the ſhip, as 
abandoned to deſtruction, until a doubt- 
ful hope encouraged them to awake 
their Lord and Maſter: who, though 
in his mortal ſtate, He might ſink into 
repoſe, never ſlumbers, as the n 
between God and Men. 


Evzkx age has its reſpective trials, ap- 
pointed by God ; every individual, accord- 
ing to his condition in life, is proved ſuit- 
ably to a fallen ſtate ; and his probation 
appears to be always adapted, like that 
of the diſciples, to the- particular ſphere 
in which he is ordained to move. The 
varied ſcene, that daily paſſes before you, 

| 1 may 
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may be regarded as a ſeries of theſe 


trials, arrayed in forms of horror, or in 


ſemblances more attractive, according 
to the character, on which they are 
intended to operate. They are formed, 
in proportion to the firmneſs or weak- 
neſs, the wifdom or vanity, you poſ- 


ſeſs. In the time of rejoicing, or in 


the ſeaſon of affliction, they continue the 
conflict with undiminiſhed perſeverance : 
yet the pain and miſery, the agitation and 
alarm, that may ariſe from theſe trials, 
ſhould never produce deſpair,—* there 
hath no temptation taken you, but ſuch 
as is common to man. God will not 
ſuffer you to be tempted, above that ye 


are able.” 


Tus neceſſity of Faith, to promote your 
happineſs even in this world, is not ſuffi- 
ciently conſidered. Men too frequently, 
like the Jews, endeavour to deriye a ſource 


of 
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of comfort, merely from the external 
ceremonies of public worſhip; whilſt thoſe 
dities of religion, that affect the mind, 
and diſcipline the heart, poſſeſs, in their 
opinion, a too rigid and forbidding aſ- 
pect. Shall Chriſtians ,continue to act 
with ſuch ſtrange inconſiſtency ? Shall 
we wear The Croſs, only as ati outward 
badge, a diſtinction to ſeparate us from 
the unenlightened ſavage, and never 
ſuffer it to be traced inwardly, amid the 
ſecret receſſes of the heart? Shall every 
ſudden danger terrify and perplex ? every 
appearance of diſtreſs, confuſe a mind, 
Which religion was ordained to calm? 
Shall every difficulty, that opens on the 
fight, make us diſcontented and queru- 
lous; and thus ſecretly nouriſh a baneful 
leaven, to debaſe and lower that nature, 
which it is our conſtant duty to elevate and 
to improve. 
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Ir ſhould be the chief employment of 

a Chriſtian; of one, who wiſhes to diſ- 
charge his duty with firmneſs and ſincerity, 
and thus, to obtain immortality hereafter, 
by the virtues he has practiſed in this life; 
to become fedfaſt in Faith, and Joyful 
through hope. Moſt of us, on leaving the 
parental aſylum, in which the years of in- 
fancy have been paſſed, are left to ſtruggle 
againſt the world, the fleſh, and the devil. 
We are caſt upon a ſtormy and a deceit- 
ful ocean, whoſe waves and whoſe tem- 
peſts, will certainly overwhelm us, unleſs 
we confide in the ſupport of heaven, and 
act uniformly, as ſuch a pious confi- 
dence ſhall dictate. Our parents and re- 
lations, cannot always' watch over thoſe 
actions, which decide our everlaſting hap- 
pineſs: it is God! and our conſcience, 
to whom alone, we can at all times appeal, 
and receive inſtruction and ſupport. The 
viciſ- 
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viciſſitudes of the world, ſoon ſeparate us 
from the protecting care of a father; 
our friends, on whom we have been 
taught to depend, are too often ſel- 
fiſn and deceitful: but Providence, 
whoſe arm is ſtretched out around, and 
who gathers its children together, even 
as an hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings; is ever ready to uphold and 
direct thoſe, whoſe truſt in it, has been 
firm and faithful: for I am perſuaded, 
as St. Paul ſays, that neither death nor life ; 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers ; 
nor things preſent, nor things to come ; nor 
height, nor depth ; ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is in Chrift Feſus 
our Lord. 


THERE are many perhaps, here aſſem- 
bled, who lament a want of that edu- 
cation, which they imagine would - © 


conſiderably have promoted the facility 
I 3 of 
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of gaining a knowledge of religion : but 
Jet them be aſſured, that every thing 
which leads to this attainment, depends 
on their own endeavours. The religion 
we profeſs, both as to its nature and 
its doctrines, is adapted to all capaci- 
ties, and addreſſed to every age. The 
_ Goſpel was preached unto all! Nor can 
any one be ſo circumſtanced, as to be 
excluded from enjoying frequent op- 
portunities, of receiving inſtruction and 
edification from The Scriptures. If you 
are ſteady in the duties of private de- 
votion, and earneſtly requeſt your hea- 
venly father, that the darkneſs of your 
mind, may be enlightened; if you do real- 
ly hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
reſt aſſured, that yours is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. | 


*SvFFER not then the fears and miſ- 
truſt of an illiterate and uninformed mind, 
to 
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to render you heedleſs and negligent, in 
obtaining a juſt conviction of the princi- 
ples of religious Faith; leſt a fatal deluſion, 
continuing to draw you on from day to 
day, you at length loſe all ſenſe of an 
over-ruling Providence, and all dread of 
a Future Judgment. 


Tux hardy intrepid mariner, who meets 
danger, in every form it can aſſume, 
and beholds death, in all the ghaſtly ter- 
rors it can diſplay ; ſhould gladly cheriſh a 
 dottrine, ſo admirably adapted to alleviate 
both mental doubt and corporeal anguiſh, 
as the doctrine of Chriſtian Faith. There are 
ſeaſons when every profeſſion will appear 
arduous and diſguſting. The very objects, 
which at one moment we purſue with 
ſuch continued diligence, and which then 
ſeem fraught with every advantage, at 
another, ſhew a dark and forbidding 

| f & aſpect ; 
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aſpect: but by Faith, that anchor of the 
mind, which preſerves it both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, any duration of theſe ſudden and 
unexpected depreſſions, which ſometimes 
caſt ſuch a dreadful gloom upon our 
thoughts, is prevented. It raiſes human 
nature beyond thoſe infirmities, againſt 
which, it would otherwiſe combat in vain. 
It accompanies us, throughout life with 
conſolation, and frequently, when our 
« feet are almoſt gone, and our treadings 
in righteouſneſs have well nigh ſlipped,” 
it affords an animating ſupport to our 
fainting powers, and encourages us to re- 
new our ſtrength ;—when thou goeft it ſhall 
lead tee, when thou ſleepeſt it ſhall keep thee, 
and, when thou awakeſt, it ſhall talk with thee. 


Taz trials, which are annexed to your 
profeſſion, are continually varied. That, 
which the diſciples experienced on the 

| lake 
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lake of Tiberias, is not the only- one ta 
which the mariner is ſubject. Anxious to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf under the eye of his 
Commander, prompt in the diſcharge of 
an honourable, yet arduous duty; vigi- 
lant in rendering that obedience, which 
is. ſo eſſential to his preſervation ; he is, 
at the ſame time, expoſed to all the 
ſeverity of uncertain ſeaſons, the con- 
flit of painful malady, with the ago- 
nizing throbs of a maimed and wounded 
body ; theſe form a very diſtinguiſhed 
part of thoſe trials, which God ordains 
to prove his ſubmiſſion, and to perfect 
his Faith. Yet be not caſt down or diſ- 
mayed! the halt, the maimed, and the 
blind, were the principal objects of your 
Saviour's attention. The miſery you thus 
endure, is but momentary in compariſon 


of that felicity, which is hereafter reſerved 
for 
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for thoſe, who have fought the good fight, 
and Rei the Faith. 


Aus the ſcenes of peril, in which you 
are placed, remember that nothing can 
be brought to paſs by the blind agency 
of Chance, The influence of this imagi- 
nary cauſe is too often believed, to the 
abaſement of divine providence, and the 
degradation of divine power. There are 
many of you, who alarm and agitate 
yourſelves, with the idle dreams of fuper- 
ſition ; blindly confiding in fanciful ſup- 
ports, or deſponding with thoſe omens, 
which mark the veſtiges of ignorance and 
credulity. Whatever paſſes before you, 
proceeds from the hand of God. The 
terrors of the tempeſt, are called forth, 
or commanded to be at peace, by that 
Being, © who hath his way in the whirl- 

| wind 
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wind and in the ſtorm; who ſendeth forth 
lightnings, with the rain, bringing the 
winds out of his treaſures.” 


DzecrAaDE not therefore your faith 
in God, by ſuffering any ſuperſtitious in- 
fluence $ nor for a moment believe, that 
any event can take place, without his 
knowledge and permiſſion. Our ſagacity 
indeed, at preſent, is too imperfect, to 
trace diſtinctly the operations of a Firſt 
Cauſe. A ſucceſſion of good or evil ſud- 
denly befals men, when they leaſt ex- 
pected its approach, or could aſſign any 
reaſon for it. Some eſcape from danger, 
in a manner equally aſtoniſhing and un- 
precedented, whilſt others, when appa- 
rently ſecure, become the victims of in- 
ſtant deſtrudtion: yet, be aſſured, that 
what ſo often appears to you, as the mere 
effect of chance, is produced by a ſeries 

of 
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of inviſible cauſes, iſſuing from the power 
and will of God, which hereafter, when 
the ſea fhall give uñ its dead, and this cor- 
riptible all have put on incorruption ; we 
fall na longer ſee through a glaſs darkly, and 
in part; but then ſhall know, even as we 
alfo are known. 


Taz brave defender of his country, 
who; on this precarious element, op- 
pofes that invincible bulwark, to the 
fury and malice of our enemies, which 
you have long conducted with ſo much 
glory, is equally under the care of 

Providence, with the inhabitant of the 
peaceful cottage. To believe that a God 
exiſts, and that his mercy is over all his 
works, requires but little exertion of 
the. underſtanding; and to be ſenſible 
that every thing which moveth upon 
the earth, and upon the face of the deep, 

is 
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is guided by the inviſible arm of his Al- 
mighty Power, marks a progreſſive ſtate of 
Faith, natural to reflecting beings. 
Without it, your principles muſt be con- 
fined and unſteady. You ſhould ſee 
God in every thing around, ſhould 
feel aſſured that no evil can prevail 
againſt you, unleſs permitted from 
above: for then, inſtead of forming your 
character, in the ſchool of infidel philo- 
ſophy, your heart being ſtabliſhed will 
not ſhrink, “but will ſtand faſt, and be- 
lieve in The Lord.” 


Tavs can you alone hope to preſerve 
the firmneſs and reſignation of the. Chriſ- 
tian character. Thus alone, can you 
hope to perform the various duties of your 
profeſſion, protecting the liberties of your 
country, and ſuſtaining whatever trial, it 
may pleaſe God in his wiſdom to ap- 


Point, 
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point, as your probation: for © though 
the earth be moved, and the hills be 
carried into the midſt of the ſea; though 
the waters thereof rage and ſwell, and the 
mountains ſhake at the tempeſt of the 
ſame;”—4if God is your light, and your ſal- 
vation, whom then ſhall you fear? If the 
Lord is the ſtrength of your life, of whom then 
Hall ye be afraid ? 
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The Acts, Chap, xxvii. Verſe 31. 


PXCEPT THESE ABIDE IN THE SHIP, YE CANNOT 


BE SAVEDL! 


OPE and fear are the leading ſprings 

L of human action. All the opera- 
tions of our minds, with every view 
and deſign of our lives, may be traced 
at once to their powerful and univerſal 
impulſe. The Creator of mankind, bas 
condeſcended to addreſs himſelf to 
theſe predominant principles, in the 
formation of thoſe laws, which He 
EN has 


3 
has been pleaſed to divulge for the rule of 
their conduct; whether under the old 
Law, as delivered by Moſes, or that more 
enlarged, univerſal, and perfect Code, re- 
vealed by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Warzn our bleſſed Lord preſented 
himſelf, as an example to all the followers 
of his Faith, in every part of the world ; 
He inculcated thoſe precepts, which form 
the general character of a Chriſtian, and 
are peculiarly calculated to improve the 
nature- of man; whatever may be his 
vocation in ſociety, in whatever clime 
he may live, or to whatever government 
he may be ſubject. Patience, reſignation, 
and a lively confidence in the care of an 
all-wiſe, all-merciful, and all-powerful 
God, are not the particular duties 
of any man, or ſet of men, but of the 


Human Race. They are equally addreſſed 
| to 
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to the king on the throne, and to the 
peaſant in the cottage, to the rich and to 
the poor. To thoſe who dig for riches, 
in the bowels of the earth, or ſail in 
ſearch of them, on the boſom of the 
ocean. 


Tux bleſſed apoſtle St. Paul, preſents 
an example of firmneſs, reſignation, and 
Faith, particularly adapted to your pro- 
feſſion. At one time, equally imperfeR, 
and ſtubborn, he wandered far from the 
path that leadeth unto God; and thus 
. cheriſhed an implacable, aſſuming, ſpirit, 
which, amid the warmth of youth, ſo often 

plants a thorn, to diſturb: the repoſe of 

age. At this ſeaſon of inexperience, / 
verily thought, he exclaims, {has I ought 
to do many things, contrary to the name of Feſus 
. of Nazareth :—by. the Grace of: God,, I am 
what, I am. His virtues were called into 
bgat, by the immediate operations of 
K divine 
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divine grace: a miracle was wrought 
for his converſion. As he journeyed to- 
ward Damaſcus, a voice from heaven de- 
clared the infidelity of his paſt life, and 
thus anſwered the queſtion, which, amid 
his aſtoniſhment, he had been led from 
ignorance to make; am Jeſus, whom 
thou perſecuteſt ! 


Tux zeal and miniſtry of this apoſtle, 
who was thus converted, bore the glad 
tidings of ſalvation into the moſt diſtant 
regions of idolatry. By him, the mer- 
cies of Redemption, were preached unto 
a people, which fat in the ſhadow of 
death, and the darkneſs of the Gentile 
world, was illumined with the ſuperna- 
tural rays of Evangelic Truth. 


Is my laſt Diſcourſe, I endeavoured to 
' impreſs on your minds, a juſt ſenſe of that 
want 
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want of Faith in the diſciples, which cauſ-. 
ed them to be terrified by the ſudden ap- 
pearance of a ſtorm, though bleſſed with 
the preſence of their Lord and Maſter. 
I ſhall now offer to your attention, the 
conduct of St. Paul: Who, when ſur- 
rounded with equal danger, with no 
accompanying circumſtance, that could 
tend to ſupport his firmneſs ; a priſoner 
in the hands of ſtrangers, and about to 
appear before the Roman tribunal, where 
he had little reaſon to expett either juſtice 
or mercy, but not being weak in Faith, did 
truſi and was not afraid. 


Taz voyage of St. Paul to Rome, is 
| deſcribed by St. Luke, in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, with a minute exaQtneſs, which 
conſiderably adds to its intereſt ; and 
renders it an object of particular attention, 
to men of your profeſſion, in whatever 

K 2 S light 


132 J 


light it may be placed. Let us therefore take 
a general view of this memorable event. 


4 


Wurn Agrippa heard the manly juſ- 
tification of St. Paul, as recorded in 
the twenty-fixth chapter of The Acts; 
and had declared, that, in conſequence of 
his appeal to Cæſar, he muſt be ſent to 
Rome; St. Paul, intruſted to the care of 
Junta, a centurion in the emperor's 
legion of guards, embarked for the capital 

of the Roman empire, at a time, when 
the uncertainty of the ſeafon, threatened a 
voyage of fatigue and peril. Yet neither 
the unſhaken firmneſs of his ſoul, nor his 
reſignation to the' will of God, ſuffered 

the ſmalleſt abatement. ' He admoniſhed 
the crew, to exert that foreſight and pru- 
dence, without which, the ſupport of God 
could not be expected; and, when the 
ſtorm aroſe, © when neither ſun, nor ftars, 
in many days appeared, and no ſmall 
4 tempeſt 
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tempeſt lay on them; the patient apoſtle, 
attempted to call forth the ſame firm- 
neſs and. reſignation, the ſame truſt and 
hope, in the minds of thoſe, who © had 
believed the owner of the ſhip, more than 
thoſe things which were ſpoken by Paul.” 


Wann the fourteenth night was come, 
as they were driven up and down the 
Adriatic Sea; about midnight, fearing leſt 
they. ſhould have fallen upon rocks, they 
caſt four anchors out of the ſtern : and, as 
they, were about to leave the ſhip, when 
they had let down the boat into the ſea, 
under colour as though they would have 
caſt anchors out of the foreſhip,” St. 
Paul perceived their intentions. His 
enlightened mind, clearly diſcerned how 
far the providence of God would inter- 
fere, and by what means it would be 
obtained ;—except theſe abide in the fhife, ye 
caunot be ſaved, 
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Tars declaration, from ſo ſuperior a 


character, from one, who had pronounced 


that no man's life ſnould be loſt, and had 
affirmed, that, in the viſions of the night, 
« the angel of God ſtood by him, ſaying, 
fear not Paul !—lo, God hath given thee all 
them that ſail with thee,” was calculated 
to produce a very confiderable effe& on 
the crew. With the generality, however, 
as we afterwards find by their propoſal to 
kill all the priſoners, this effect was only 
momentary ; but with the centurion, and 
others, who had been accuſtomed to re- 
flect, this ſeeming contradiction; firſt de- 
claring, that zhere/hould be no loſs of any man's 


life, and then aſſerting, that unleſs all abide 


in the ſhip, they could not be ſaved; created 
doubtleſs an unuſual impreſſion, The 
preſence alſo of a man, who appeared to 
be favoured by an immediate revelation 
from heaven, might, in the opinion of 
ſome, draw down its protection on the 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, in which he ſailed, and the ſanctity 
of his character, confirm their ſafety. 
An idea, which St. Paul himſelf might be 
ſaid to favour, when he declared, God 
had given him all them that ſailed with 
him.” Contrary to ſuch expectation, 
we hear from his own mouth, that unleſs 
thoſe, who were attempting to eſcape, 
returned to their duty, the lives of all, 
notwithſtanding the declaration of the 
- angelic viſion, would be inevitably loſt. 


Ir appears therefore, when St. Paul 
was miraculouſly informed, that God had 
given him, all them that failed with 
him,” it was on this condition,—that 
the whole crew, united in preſerving 
the ſhip; nor ſuffered any ſelfiſh principle, 
any ſpirit of impatience, any want of 
hope and truſt in the providence of God, to 
abate the continuance of their exertions, 
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If they thus diligently continued in their 
reſpective labours, then, would their 
Iives' be finally preſerved; but, if one 
part abandoned the other, and did not 
do their duty to keep the veſſel afloat, 
then, on the contrary, the moſt fatal cala- 
mity would enſue. | 


Warn the ſoldiers, heard the words of 
St. Paul, they cut the ropes, which ſup- 
ported the boat, that it might fall into the 
ſea ; © and, while the day was coming on, 
Paul befought them to take meat: he there- 
fore took bread,-and gave thanks to God, 
in the preſence of them all, — ien were they 


all of good cheer ! And, when it was day, 
they zook up the anchors, and looſed the 
rudder bands, and hoiſed ui the main-ſail to 
the wind. The ſhip, as St. Paul had 
foretold, was loſt ; but it came to paſs, 
that all the crew, eſcaped ſafe to land. 
You 
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You learn. from this, that in order to 
extricate yourſelves from thoſe perilous 
ſituations, in which, you ſo often are 
placed; a ſenſe of religion ſhould ac- 
company, as it will not fail to ſtrengthen, 
your exertions. In an hour of ſuch diſ- 
treſs, never omit to place the foundation 
of all hope, on that God, with whom, 
e the night is as clear as the day; the 
darkneſs and light, unto Him, are both 
alike.” From divine power you can alone 
receive protection; therefore, in time of 
danger, your attention ought firſt to be 
fixed on God. The calm, determined 
ſpirit of real courage, is thus wonderfully 
excited and ſuſtained. The undaunted 
firmneſs of a Chriſtian, thus preſerves its 
animation, © in perils of waters, in weart- 
neſs and painfulnefs, in hunger and thirſt.” 
Our heavenly Father, who knoweth 
whereof we are made, and that we are 
placed 


i; . 


placed in the midſt of many and great 
dangers; ordained the performance of our 
religious duties, not for the ſake of vain 
oblation, or to form the mere ceremonial | 
of public worſhip ; but 70 frengthen ſuck 
as do ſtand, to comfort and help the weak- 
hearted, to raiſe up them that fall; and 
finally, to beat down Satan under our feet. 


ComPARE the conduct of the apoſtle 
St. Paul, on his voyage to Rome, with 
that of the diſciples; on the lake of Tibe- 
rias. You muſt readily diſcern, the 
wide difference, exiſting between an 
_ imperfect Faith, and a confirmed, ſtedfaſt 
truſt in God. In a ſpiritual ſenſe, Chriſt 
may be ſaid, to have been in the ſhip with 
St. Paul, and that Faith produced in 
his mind, a devout confidence, with which, 
the immediate preſence of our Saviour, 

| might 
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might be expected to have animated the 
diſciples. The ferment of a too anxious, 
or deſpairing temper, is thus inſtantly 
compoſed ; and that regulating power 
eſtabliſhed, which, amid the diſtraftion, 
attendant on the hour of danger, gives 
the underſtanding the free uſe of its 
powers. Your minds thus preſerve that 
internal ſtrength and vigour, -which will 
enable you to riſe ſuperior to the varied 
events of life, and to obtain conſolation, 
when all around appears gloomy, deſo- 
late, and forlorn. 


A RELIANCE on God, manifeſts a 
firm belief, in his power and goodneſs. 
It is that ſacrifice of Faith, which the 
Univerſal Parent of Mankind, expects his 
children to offer; and conſequently, in 
all ages, from the days of Abel to our 

Own, 
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own, has been well pleaſing in his fight. 
It is the greateſt honour which the crea- 
ture can render the Creator, and there- 
fore becomes a duty, equally indiſpenſable 
and important. An exiſtence, without 
hope, is languid and painful; but on what 
foundation, ſhall that man's hope repoſe, 
who does not truſt in the Lord? The 
energy of continued patient labour, in the 
hour of danger, can only be expected 
from thoſe, who poſſeſs this holy and in- 
ſpiring confidence. All reſolution of abi- 
ding in the ſhip, and thus by your exer- 
tions keeping her afloat, muſt otherwiſe 
be feeble and uncertain; you will ſink 
beneath the waves, and be loſt in the 
tempeſt. 


Tuar form of prayer, which the 
Church has compoſed for your conſolation 


In 
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in time of peril; and that every one may 
at all times be enabled to addreſs The 
Throne of Mercy, contains ſome of the 
moſt ſublime paſſages in our Liturgy, If 
we may be allowed to notice any de- 
tached parts, when the whole ſo fervently 
breathes the ſpirit of devotion, theſe par- 
ticularly demand our grateful attention. 
They appear the natural entreaty of the 
mariner in diſtreſs: 


« Tov, O Lord! that ſtilleſt the 
raging of the ſea, hear! hear us, and ſave 
us, that we periſh not 


« O BLESSED Saviour! that didſt ſave 
thy diſciples, ready to periſh in a ſtorm, 
hear us, and ſave us, we beſeech thee! 


4 God the father! God the ſon! God 
the Holy Ghoſt! have mercy upon us, 
ſave us now and evermore!“ 


As 
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As danger continually lurks in ſecret 
around you, and in an inſtant, when leaſt 
expected, may overwhelm you in the 
deep; the neceſſity of abiding patiently 
in your reſpective ſtations, without con- 
fuſion or uproar, of preſerving a ſincere 
love and reſpect for your officers, and a 
general regard for your mutual welfare; 
ſhould be an important object of your 
attention. When once you have left the 
harbour, in which you rode in ſafety, and 
are carried on the billows, beyond the 
ſight of land; you form, more eſpecially, 
a diſtinct family by yourſelves. The pre- 
ſervation of a ſhip, neceſſarily depends on 
the joint exertion of the whole crew. 
Every one is expected to perform his part, 
to contribute his utmoſt, towards that 
ſecurity, which is ſo connected with his 
own ſafety; nor ſhould any ſelfiſh con- 
ſideration, any illiberal and narrow- _ 

5 minded 
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minded motives, poſſeſs the ſmalleſt in- 
fluence, where the preſervation of ſo large 
a body, depends on the exertion of each, 
in his particular and allotted ſtation. 

In a department of ſo much danger, 
in-the performance of duties, which occa- 
fion ſuch conſtant agitatioon of mind and 
fatigue of body, human nature will ſome- 
times faulter and heſitate ; whilſt a ſple- 
- netic, or melancholy moment may ſuggeſt, 
that duty is unneceſſary, and diſcipline 

too ſevere. A recollection alſo of thoſe 
we have left behind, a proſpect of peace 
and quiet, amid the tranquillity of fome 
retired ſituation, preſent ideas, that agi- 
tate a weary and relaxed mind: but let 
not theſe phantoms deceive you. Where 
perfect union is ſo required, the leaſt devi- 
ation, from the ſtrait line of Duty, is pro- 
ductive of general danger: — the ſmall 
cloud, 
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cloud, that forebodes the tempeſt, is 
ſeen at firſt but indiſtinctly, and, to the 
inexperienced, appears of little impor- 
tance; until, as it proceeds, it gathers 
ſtrength, and ſpreading its rapid gloom 
around, diſplays the terrific features of 
the ſtorm. | 


BEAR alſo in mind, that you have ene- 
mies in your own paſſions, and diſorderly 
affections, in common with all mankind, _ 
which it behoves you to ſubdue; or the 
fame you acquire will be imperfe&, and 
though your glory may be known on earth, 
it will not be recorded in heaven. Employ 
ſome part of each ſucceeding day in rea- 
ſoning with yourſelves; and thus diſcern 
thoſe particular failings and prejudices, 
which you have unfortunately ſuffered to 
predominate, No means can be employ- 
ed, more effectual, to place all your duties 
| In 
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in their proper light, and particularly 
ſuch as we have juſt conſidered, than often 
to behold yourſelves, in your real character, 
the character of thoſe who ſerve. In 
proportion, as men have deviated from 
their primitive ſtate, this character 
appears arduous and degrading, as it 
ſtrongly militates againſt indulgence 
and indolence: whilſt they, whoſe na- 
ture has been elevated beyond ſuch in- 
firmities, will glory in an appellation, that 
ſeparates the true lover of his country, 
from the herd who paſs their lives, in a 
ſtate of torpor and of gluttony, but little 
removed from the brute creation. 


SUBMISSION unto our Governors, unto- 
them who are in authority over us, is a 
doctrine, which the apoſtle St. Paul, whoſe 
conduct you have ſo much reaſon to 
admire, continually inculcates ; “ that 


with well doing, we may put to ſilence 
L the 
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the ignorance of fooliſh men.” In its va- 
rious forms and effects, it may be juſtly 
ſtyled the grand link of Social Life. To 
obey and to command, are the lead- 
ing features in your profeſſion; and 
though it may be natural to look towards 
the latter, with ſome degree of hope, and 
to be captivated with the charms which 
appear to ſurround it; be aſſured, that 
they who command, have a painful re- 
ſponſibility to ſuſtain. Let every one, 
therefore ſtrive to alleviate the weight of 
ſuch a ſervice: © keeping the unity of 
the ſpirit, in the bond of peace.” 


You are all more immediately the ſer- 
yants of your King and Country : the 
juſt performance of your duties, will con- 
ſequently have a confiderable and laſting 
effect, on the happineſs of the community 
at large. If this important and noble ſer- 
vice, ſhould ever appear ungrateful; if a 

too 
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too warm and active imagination ſhould 

eagerly graſp at ſome advantage, which 
promiſes attainment, in a ſituation dif- 
ferent from that, where you at preſent are 
placed; ſtill have reſolution to abide in 
the ſhip! The proſpect, which ſeems 
ſo flattering, may be only a ſnare, to ſe- 
duce you from Duty. Ariſe! purſue again 
with zeal the commands of your Supe- 

riors, and the dream will ceaſe. 


THreREs are alſo times, when, from a 
combination of- untoward events; from 
the malice of evil-minded men, the 
unſkilfulneſs of the ignorant, or both to- 
gether, your ſervice may become particu» 
larly ſevere : yet, even then, it behoves 
you as Chriſtians, as real lovers of your 
country, to abide patiently in the ſhip, 
and to perform your duty with redoubled 
vigour. Your trial is obſerved by that God, 

L 2 who 
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who ſeeth in ſecret, and who hereafter 
will reward you openly. 


IxcREASE and improve theſe reflections, 
by your own diligence, and thus render your 
minds, fenfible of the neceſſity, of union 
and firmneſs, in your reſpective appoint- 
ments: exceſit theſe abide in the Jhif,, ye can- 
not be ſaved. Except you fulfil the ſervice, 
attached to your ſtations, you cannot be 
honoured of men, nor claim the promiſes 
of the Goſpel. "Fhough each, in his indi- 
vidual ſtate, is anſwerable for the duties 
aſſigned to his vigilance, in the depart- 
ment to which he belongs, remember 
he is alſo anſwerable unto God ! 


LET all who command, cheriſh Reli- 
gion, as the invariable principle of an hu- 
mane and liberal mind; as the pledge of 
mercy, to thoſe who ſerve under them, 

| and 
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and as the ſure promiſe of ſteady pa- 
triotiſm, and loyalty, to their King and 
Country. 


Ler all who obey, cheriſh Religion, 
as the ſource of ſubmiſſive deference, and 
diſintereſted zeal; as a proof, that they 
perform the will of the Commander from 
the heart: not with eye ſervice, as men- 
pleaſers, but as the ſervants of God. 


Mar his Grace ſo ſtrengthen the con- 
ſtancy of your Faith, both in a ſpiritual 
and profeſſional ſenſe, that you may 
overcome all temptation. May He ſo bleſs 
you with the gift of an undenſtanding heart, 
that looking unto Jeſus, as the author 
and finiſher of your Faith, you may ſted- 
faſtly, throughout life, FEAR GOD! any 
HONOUR THE KING! 


L 3 Pſalm, 
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Pſalm, cxxxvii. Verſe 5. 


IF I FORGET THEE, o JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT 
HAND FORGET HER CUNNING! 


UCH was: the patriotic exclamation 

of the Jews, when, after the con- 

queſt of their Country, by a proud in- 

vader, they had been led away captive, 

and were inſulted, by the cruel taunts of 
their tyrannic conquerors. 


Am1D the grandeur of a city, enriched 
by the ſpoils of that Country, in which 
: they 
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they firſt beheld the light, and where 
they had cheriſhed the pleaſing hope, that 
they ſhould die in peace; the unhappy 
Iſraelites, diſcerned, when too late, the 
fatal errors, which in the day of pro- 
ſperity, had rendered them blind to 
their real intereſts. The various afſem- 
blage of art, the bold diſplay of genius or 
of novelty, which gave ſuch unuſual ce- 
lebrity to the abode of their conqueror ; 
brought all the paſt bleſſings of their 
Native Land, in painful retroſpe& before 
them. They could no longer fit under 
their own vine, or their own fig tree. 
Their children, who had been the com- 
fort of former days, were, in their preſent 
captive ſtate, beheld with additional mi- 
ſery. The ſecurity, that reigned in the 
abodes of their forefathers, was not to be 
found ; their very ſepulchres, had been 

| L 4 pillaged 
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pillaged or overthrown. The ſad devaſta+ 
tion of Jeruſalem, the various inſults of 
its invaders, when they haughtily exclaim- 
ed, down with it, down with it, even 10 the 
ground! produced a gloomy train of re- 
flections. In this melancholy ſtate of 
mind, as the towers of Salem, and the 
banks of Jordan; preſented themſelves to 
their imagination ; lamenting the fate of 
their Country, and their own ſad exile 
from it, —* by the waters of Baby lon, 
__ ſat down and wept. * is 


Tuzix Native inn was * continual 
object of their thoughts. The change of 
its maſters, the affliction of its people, 
the ſtriking contraſt, between its preſent 
and former ſtate, called forth the ten- 
dereſt emotions of affection and regret. 
While frequent tears told the ſad ſtory 

of 
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of their ſorrows; upon the willows that 
ſhaded the ſtreams, to which they had 
retired, they hung up the various inſtru- 
ments, which diſtinguiſhed the ſacred 
office of the Levites, or had heightened 
the cheerful, but innocent relaxations, 
of domeſtic life. 


Ix this forlorn condition, they are re- 
quired by their haughty and inſulting con- 
querors, to expreſs ſentiments of joy, to 
* ſing one of the ſongs of Sion.” As if 
humbled to the duſt, or alarmed at the 
menaces, which may be ſuppoſed to have 
accompanied this cruel inſult ; they ap- 
pear at firſt, rather to remonſtrate in a 
tone of dejection, at the unreaſonableneſs 
of ſuch a demand, than to refuſe an obe- 
dience to it:“ how ſhall we ſing the 
Lord's ſong, in a ſtrange land?“ When 

ſuddenly, 
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ſuddenly, recovering, as it were, from 
their late depreſſion, they diſdain the un- 
feeling propoſal ; and break forth, in that 
burſt of affection for their Country, FI 
forget thee, O Feruſalem ! let my right hand 
forget her cnunin! g 


Trvs threatened by tyrannic power, 
and languiſhing under oppreſſion and 
captivity, they would not diſgrace their 
Country, by uttering the ſounds of joy. 
Jeruſalem, though loſt, was ſtill the ob- 
je&t of fond affection. Their conduct, 
in this trying ſituation, offers a ſtrong and 
affecting example, of that Love for our 
Country, the principles of which, I ſhall 
now endeavour to illuſtrate. 


Ax inſtinctive regard for our Native 
Land, in whoſe cuſtoms, laws, and lan- 
guage, we have been educated; is ſo 

blended 
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blended with the ſenſations of man, as 
feldom to- be abated by enjoyment, or 
deſtroyed by abſence. Though profeſſional 
duty, or other laudable motives, may oblige 
him to leave it for a time ; he looks for- 
ward, with delight, to that day, when 
he ſhall again return. He loves the place, 
whatever it may be, where the years of 
infancy glided inſenſibly away. Bring 
the inhabitant of the frigid regions of the 
North, unto the more genial climates of 
the South; and he will ſigh for the bleak 
mountain, and his dreary cottage. 


AxoTnzR motive for the love of our 
Country, and of an higher order, pro- 
ceeds from our attachments and con- 
nections; with the advantages, which, 
on a comparative view, reaſon points out, 
as reſulting to thoſe who are its inhabi- 
tants, 
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ALTHOUGE the former principle, may 
be more general and natural, we muſt con- 
ſider the latter as ſuperior, being the reſult 
of reflection. The maxims of the Britiſh 
Conſtitutwn, appear yaluable, in propor- 
tion as they are made the object of our 
ſerious attention. Conſider them, not only 
as the laws, by which you are governed, 
and unto. which obedience is therefore 
due, but as forming a Code, fraught with 
conſummate wiſdom ; the boaſt of this 
country, and the epvy of every other 
nation. Conſider them well, and you 
will perceive, that they produce whatever 
happineſs and fecurity can be expected | 
from any human inſtitution; and that they 
poſſeſs, in an extraordinary degree, the 
means of conſtant renovation, and the 
principle of gradual improvement. The 
honeſt pride, which arifes within us, on 
hearing what arduous ſtruggles, our an- 

ceſtors 
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ceſtors made to obtain theſe advantages, 
animates the heart to ſupport and protect 


them. We confider the earth as ſacred, 


where theſe Heroes have long flept in 
death. Their venerable monuments, now 
mouldering beneath the power of time, 
are dear to the youthful patriot ; who, as 
he paſſes by them, exults in theſe veſtiges 
of his Country's glory, and feels an ar- 
dent hope, that his name may hereafter 
be thus enrolled, in the records of its 
fame. 


Tx Chriſtian Religion, has greatly con- 
tributed, to enlarge and to correct, this 
affection for our country; giving it a 
liberal and open character, which it did 
not formerly poſſeſs. . Before the eſtabliſh-" 
ment of Chriſtianity, it rather tended to 
contract, than enlarge the heart. A ſu- 
perior wiſdom, to that of man, was re- 
quiſite to confine its influence within 


proper 
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proper bounds ; and to prevent its nur- 
turing that arrogant and haughty ſpirit, 
which the nations, both of Greece and 
Rome conſidered as a patriot virtue. 


Taz untutored ſavage loves his Coun- 
try, though it contains little more, than 
the wreiched habitation, the trackleſs wil- 
derneſs, and the uncultivated waſte, 
He roves at large amid theſe ſcenes, 
which are alternately deſolate and inha- 
bited. But as the progreſs of civilization 
advances, and his rude character becomes 
loſt in the milder cuſtoms of poliſhed ſo- 
ciety ; when the ſolitary enjoyment of 
natural liberty, is exchanged for legal ſe- 
curity and ſocial happineſs; the Love of 
our Country, gradually diſplays features 
more liberal and attractive. Yet ſtill, 
until Jeſus Chriſt had revealed the only 
foundation of all virtue, and taught man- 
kind, that divine leſſon for public ſpirit 

and 
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and private friendſhip,.—“ as ye would 
that men ſhould do to you, do ye even 
ſo unto them :” until, they had ſeen Him 
ſhed the tears of real patriotiſm, and had 
been exhorted, both by precept and ex- 
ample—to love their enemies, to bleſs 
their perſecutors, and to do good unto 
thoſe, that hated them; this virtue, like 
all the reſt, was vain and imperfect. A real 
love for our Country, -muſt be founded 
on the extenſive baſis of philanthrophy, 
and genuine philanthrophy, is no where 
taught, but by the precepts of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion. 


To ſtrengthen a virtue, ſo effential to 
the character of every good ſubjeCt, and 
ſo indiſpenſable, as a principle of conduct 
unto thoſe, whoſe profefſion renders them, 
the proteCtors of the exiſting government; 
it may be of ſervice, to conſider thoſe 
particular opinions, which have formed 

the 
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the character of The Engliſh Conſtitution 
and to take a curſory view of the inha- 
bitants of this iſland, in an early ſtate of 
civilization, when they -appear to have 
followed, whatever ſentiments were con- 
ſonant to their nature, and the habits of 


their life. 


Ox the extremity of the ancient world, 
an iſland was ſituated, that had little at- 
tracted the notice of mankind, until the 
reſtleſs ſpirit of univerſal dominion, in- 
duced the pride of Rome, to annex it to 
The Empire. Its ſavage inhabitants, ap- 
peared an eaſy conqueſt, and, from their 
rude demeanour and undiſciplined force, 
were expected to make but little reſiſtance. 


Tux ſeaſon was far advanced, when 
the too ſucceſsful uſurper of the Ro- 
man Liberties, appeared hovering off 
the Britiſh ſhore, with a number of 

tranſports, 


1 


tranſports, he had collected on the op- 

poſite coaſt. His confidence of victory 
was, however, conſiderably diminiſhed, by 
a fight he did not expect. The lofty cliffs 
were covered with an army, whoſe firm 
reſiſtance, daunted the invaders; and 

though the Britons had only their naked 
limbs to oppoſe to the Roman armour, 
it required conſiderable reſolution, and 
much addreſs, even in veteran legions, 
before a fierce and bloody ſtruggle termi- 
nated, in gaining the ſhore. 


Tux miſtreſs of the World, found it an 
arduous attempt, to deſtroy the liberties of 
England, though in a ſtate of immaturity. 
The ocean, that powerful bulwark which 
nature has aſſigned us, for a time baffled 
the attempts which were made. Continual 

ſtorms deſtroyed or ſeparated the fleet, 
which the perſeverance of Cæſar re- 
newed ; whilſt frequent fallies of Britiſh 
N cavalry 
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cavalry and chariots, from the woods and 
mountains, checked the progreſs of deva- 
ſtation. Nothing could overcome the cou- 
rage of our anceſtors'! and ſuch was the 
terror, which their patriotic fortitude in- 
ſpired; that nearly a century had elapſed, 
before the deſcendants, even of a Roman 
enemy, dared to revifit their ſhores. 


IF, in ſo imperfedt a ſtate of civilization, 
the inhabitants of this iſland, could be 
thus attached to their caverns and foreſts ; 
and, for ſuch a ſucceſſion of years, reſolve 
firmly ts oppoſe the ſubjugation of their 
liberties; can there poſſibly exiſt the 
ſmalleſt doubt, that their poſterity will 
at all times, a& worthy of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed anceſtors. Even in a ſavage, un- 
taught ſtate, England gloried in the name 
of King :—rallying around the royal ſtan- 
dard, our fore-fathers diſplayed a fpirit of 
loyalty, which aſtoniſhed thoſe, who had 

- conquered 
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conquered ſo large a portion of the world. 
Liberty, was not conſidered as ſecure by 
them, without the ſanction of the crow : 
and conſequently a love for their King 
and Country, Was giowed in every 
boſon. 


Wr perceive therefore, from the ear- 
lieſt accounts, that in periods, when 
mankind could judge, without any dread 
of their opinion being influenced by a 
baſer motive, the government of the an- 
ctent Britiſh Nations was monarchical. 
From the zeal they ſhewed to defend it, 
this muſt have been a government of free 
choice, and not of compulſion: adapted 
to their character, favourable to the wel- 
fare of ſociety; productive of private 
and public happineſs. The Throne may 
have been eſtabliſhed, in other kingdoms, 
by the force of arms, and a too ſucceſs- 
ful ſword: have obtained the ſceptre ; 

1 but 
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but in that Country, to which you my 
brethren belong, and whoſe laws you are 
bound to defend, there is the cleareſt 
evidence, that the Throne ſucceeded the 
patriarchal ſtate “; and was thus eſta- 
bliſhed, not by military oppreſſion, but 
by ſocial love, confidence, and har- 
mony. 


A Love of their Country, muſt always, 
for this reaſon, in the hearts of Britons, 
be accompanied with an high ſpirit of 
loyalty. But this ſpirit will not be pre- 
ſerved pure, and active, unleſs you care- 
fully guard yourſelves againſt the ſyſtems 
of wicked men; whoſe reſtleſs minds, 
and wild imaginations, are continually 
in ſearch of innovation. 


Tur republican ſyſtem, which has 
gone forth with ſuch inveterate violence, 


| * Origin of Laws, vol. I, P · 10. 8 x 
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is not, as many have imagined, the pro- 
duce of ſuperior underſtandings, or of 
minds, that ſcorn the fetters of prejudice 
and habit ; but the natural produce of 
corruption and depravity; engendered. 
amid the Jax principles, and indolent 
lives, of a too luxurious people. It is a 
demon, which has been viſible at different 
periods, in the hiſtory of every regal go- 
vernment. When any nation has filled 
up the meaſure of its iniquity, we always 
perceive this republican peſtilence, cauſ- 
ing for a ſeaſon, under the direction of 
heaven, the ſevereſt and moſt bitter pu- 
niſhment. It then comes, like a ftorm - 
of thunder, to clear an overheated and 
noxious atmoſphere ; to renovate the ener- 
vate minds of its degenerate inhabitants. 
Such was the ſituation of Iſrael, when, as 
Ifaiah ſaid,.—“ it had become a people 
laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil-doers ! 

3 


[266 ] 


children that are corrupted . They did 
the Lord kindle a perverſe ſpirit in the midſt 
thereof ; to ftain the pride of all glory, and 
to bring into contempt all the honourable of 
the earth. ; 


Loox around on the different king- 

doms of Europe, and endeavour to find 
the ſmalleſt reſemblance, to that comfort 
and ſecurity, which is enjoyed in your 
own. In one, the Poor conſidered as 
little better than beaſts of burden, are 
ſcattered throughout its cold and dreary 
regions, oppreſſed by the moſt abjeQ igno- 
rance and ſlavery. In another, raiſed by the 
madneſs of revolution, to aſituation above 
their capacity, they involve their coun» 
try in diſtreſs, and render its character 
deteſtable. Proud and reſerved, amid 
monopolies of wealth, a third is loſt in 
| placed 
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placed by nature in a ſituation, admirably 
adapted to preſerve its inhabitants from 
any ſudden inroad, appears the centre of 
Liberty, to which all nations are attracted. 
Our Native Land contains every enjoy- 
ment that this life can afford; and when 
exiſtence terminates, we all look to it for 
a grave, where we may reſt in peace. Un- 
aſſuming in appearance, plain and open 
in their character, ſincere in friendſhip, 
prompt in affording relief, firm and undiſ- 
mayed in danger, and merciful in vie- 
tory; its inhabitants form a diſtinct peo- 
ple from the reſt of Europe. At the 
ſame time that it diſplays mildneſs in its 
government, and impartiality in its laws; 
it poſſeſſes a temperate atmoſphere, a ſe- 
curity from the terrors of the hurricane, 
and the ravages of beaſts of prey: while 
commerce, from all quarters of the globe, 
augments the riches of he Crowning City, 
N 4. whoſe 
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whoſe merchants are Princes, whoſe traffickers 
are the honourable of the earth, 


IF the inhabitant of the barren moun- 
tain, feels an attachment to the ſhed, 
which during infancy, protected him from 
the ſtorm ; muſt not the ſubjects of ſuch a 
kingdom, as that we have now conſidered, 
cheriſh a proper ſenſe of its ſuperiority, 
and thus heighten a Love for their 
Country, which is common to the human 
race? Will they not inceſſantly exert 
themſelves to defend its liberties, to 
humble any daring invader, to deſtroy 
the artifices and deſigns of the rebel- 
lious; fervently exclaiming, amid the 
din of that mad republican ſpirit, which 
now too fatally prevails,—if I forget thee, 
O my Country! let my right hand forget her 
cunning. | 


Ir 
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Ir becomes thoſe, who like yourſelves, 
are the NATIONAL DEFENDERS, to fee 
the bleſſings you enjoy in a proper light. 
Poſſeſs therefore a due value, for the pre- 
ſervation of Engliſh Liberty, and be not de- 
. ceived, by beholding objects in falſe and 
unfavourable colours. Let no aſſertions. 
which an evil or ignorant mind may 
make, though uttered with the moſt ſo- 
lemn confidence, abate a ſtedfaſt love for 
the government you ſupport ; leſt, when 
too late, like the captive Iſraelites, you 
may fit down and weep, remembering 
the Sion you have loſt. 


Tr is not in the power of any govern- 
ment, to attend to the private intereſts of 
every member of ſociety. Its predo- 
minating object, muſt be the general 
good of all; and yet to obtain this, the 


. jarring 
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jarring intereſts of individuals will often 
interfere, producing diſcontent and mur- 
murs. He therefore, who loves his 
Country, will not, becauſe in ſome par- 
ticular inſtance, his welfare has been 
affected, be the firſt to calumniate its. 
juſtice ; but by patience and perſeverance, 
* will endeavour, without abuſe, to pro- 
cure that reparation, which the laws of 
Britain will award: thus ſubmitting 
himſelf unto eſtabliſhed ordinances, for 
the Lord's ſake, whether it be unto the 
King as ſupreme, or unto governors, as 
unto them, that are ſent by him, 


Axxiovs to maintain thoſe bleſſings 
which your anceſtors enjoyed, and have 
bequeathed, with ſuch increaſe of hap- 
pineſs, to their poſterity; let every 

one preſerve a Love for his Country, un- 
| I tainted 


a 38 4 


tainted and pure: that, when times. of 
unuſual danger, demand the united exer- 
tions of a Nation's Zeal, with all the dif- 
intereſted virtues of a patriot mind; in 
every work that you begin, in the ſer- 
vice of your King, and Country,—you 
may go forth with all your heart, and 
proſper. 


Ox that Altar, which our forefathers 
reared to Liberty, the flame of patri- 
otiſm ariſes! Around it, let every 
age and rank afſemble: the Nobles, 
and the Rulers, and the Elders of the 
People, and take that oath, which 
the Genius of Britain proffers: WE 
SWEAR, THAT WE WILL REMEMBER THE 
Loxp | WE WIIL FIGHT FOR OUR 
BRETHREN, OUR Sons, oux DAUGH« 
TERS, OUR WIVES, AND OUR Houszs! 
AND WILL FIRMLY UNITE, IN THE 


PRE+ 
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PRESERVATION AND DEFENCE OF HER, 
WHO DWELLETH, WITH s MUCH TER- 
RIBLENESS, IN THE CLEFTS OF THE 
Rock; wHOSE RAMPART, AND WHOSE 
WaALL,—1s. FROM THE SEA! 


John, 


1 


John, Chap. xiii. Verſe 17. 


Ir YE xxOW THESE THINGS, HAPPY ARE YE tr 
YE DO THEM! 


N the preceding Diſcourſes, I have ex- 
horted you to an obſervance, of thoſe 
duties, and have endeavoured to call forth 
ſuch ideas, as, with the bleſſing of God, 
may tend, both in a religious and profeſ- 
ſional ſenſe, to exalt your character, and 
to promote your happineſs. The deſign 
of the following reflections, is to point 
out the danger of a deceitful heart, iel 
too often turneth man afide, that he cannot 
deliver his ſoul, nor ſay Isi there net a lie in 
my right hand ? | 

| Is 


1 2 


In that ſocial intercourſe, to which you 
have reſorted with a view to improve and 
ſtrengthen your underſtandings, or to un- 
bend a mind harraſſed by fatigue; you may 
poſſibly have imbibed- a leaven, which if 
not thoroughly eradicated, will render all 
exhortation and ſpiritual advice perfectly 
fruitleſs. One of the firſt duties, which a li- 
beral mind owes to itſelf, is toexamine with 
impartiality arid caution, the various ſyſ- 
tems and opinions, denominated wiſdom 
by the preſent generation ;. and either to 
abandon ſuch as injure, or to cultivate 
ſuch as offer, the ſureſt means of eſta- 
bliſhing the ſound principles of Chriſtian 
verity. As reaſon gradually unfolds its 
powers, as religion gives them energy, 
and youthful inexperience yields to the 
penetrating eye of manhood ; we all muſt 
recollect, how many follies had been in- 
ceſſantly purſued, of which then we be- 

came 
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came aſhamed; how many paſt objects 
of high eſtimation, were then obnoxious 
to the fight; how many infirmities, we 
had cultivated as virtues ;—how many 
crimes, the warmth of youthful paſſion; 
had made us eagerly follow as pleaſures ! 
How often, thoagh we knew the things 
that were ordained for our peace, have 
we ſtubbornly refuſed to do them! 


Taz diſcerning judgment, which 
gives unto age its character of au- 
thority, is ſeldom enjoyed in a ſeaſon, 
when its attainment would occaſion ſuch 
real bleſſings. We deſpiſe all experience, 
but that which is gained at our on coſt; 
and, when it is gained, it appears generally 
to be at the cloſe of life, adding a keener 
ſenſe unto that reflection, which, as it 
comes late, comes attended with ſorrow. 


Is 


* 
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Ix youth we appear to court deluſion, 
and ſhut our eyes againſt ſurrounding dan- 
gers. We then fear not the dizzy preci- 
pice, or the troubled waters. We feel 
ourfelves able to ſurmount every danger, 
and therefore too madly attempt it. By a 
conduct, directly oppoſite to this, Solo- 
mon, when young, gave the early promiſe 
of his future greatneſs. Rich in every 
mental endowment, in all the ſtrength - 
and vigour of intellectual powers, he duly 
_ valued the poſſeſſion of a diſcriminating 
judgment. When the Lord ſaid unto him, 
« Aſk what I ſhall give thee!” he requeſted 
the bleſſing of an under/anding heart, that 
he might diſcern between good and bad. 


Tu world diſplays an extenſive ſcene 
of temptation, not only. to blind you to 
a ſenſe of duty; but ſtrives, by every argu- 

ment, which incredulity or blaſphemy can 
1 deviſe, 
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deviſe, to ſilence the ſuggeſtions of rea · 
ſon, or the alarms of conſcience, -You 
are thus incited to aſſume a more daring 
deportment, to ſpurn all ſenſe of virtue, 
as the dream of dotage ; and to trample 
on the Croſs of Jeſus, as the proof of a 
ſuperior, and unfettered mind. 


IT has been a prevailing error of the 
preſent age, to render its religious Faith 
lax and agreeable to that faſhion of the 
day, before which all are too ready 
to. bend: thus gradually weakening the 
good old tenets, both in Church and 
State, which however ridiculed, cannot 
eaſily be improved. Even men of light 
minds and unſettled principles, muſt have 
ſome ftandard, by which they may regu- 
late their conduct and form their opinions: 
they therefore ſupport whatever deluſion, 
the age has fatally received as truth, and 
dignify an attention to the follies, the 

N baubles, 
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baubles and the vices of mankind, with 
the deceitful appellation of a knowledge 
of the world. But let the characters, which 
every day iſſue from this ſchool of error, 
paſs in review before you, and the nature 
of that deluſion, which has miſled them, 
will be inſtantly diſcerned. | 


Taz firſt, that preſents itſelf; is a young 
man conducted by his parents into the 
labyrinth of vice, to obtain this knowledge. 
A knowledge, without which, the children 
of vanity, are in their generation cqp- 
ſidered with contempt. Behold the miſ- 
guided youth diveſted of thoſe virtues, 
and ingenuous ſentiments which are the 
general fruits of early Inſtruction. The 
blind emotion of - paſſion, is now con- 
ſidered as the flame of genius, and 
the fruit of an underſtanding, imma- 
turely ripened, pronounced the promiſe 


of 
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of future eminence. Impatient of ad- 
vice, inſolent to his ſuperiors ;—where is 
that bluſhing diffidence which fears tohave 

offended, that graceful modeſty which' 
attentively liſtens . to the voice of Wiſ⸗ 
dom? — Thus are the boundaries between 
youth and manhood deſtroyed; and every 
eharm of early life, is loſt in the confi. 
dence, and premature habits, of more 
advanced years. 
- Bur let him proceed in his career, 
and diſcover to us his final attain- 
ments. Years have given him the hoary 
head. of experience; let us liſten to the 
principles he inculcates. 


„ EARLY introduced, by the prevailing 
cuſtom of the age in which I lived, on 
the public theatre of the world ; I culti- 
vated that knowledge, which was eſteem- 
ed and preferred by many of my contem- 

N 2 poraries. 
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poraries. Nor was it long before it de- 
livered me from the reſtraints of Religion, 
and made me imagine that its doctrines 
were invented, to deceive and ſubjugate 
the powers of the mind. Superior to the 
influence of ſuch a ſyſtem, I continued to 
form myſelf in this modern ſchool of phi- 
loſophy; and have endeavoured to prac- 
tiſe the duties of benevolence, without any 
aſſiſtance of either piety or devotion. I have 
penetrated, without reſpect, into the 
myſteries of Chriſtian Faith; have com- 
bated the opinion of a general providence, 
and have exalted the faculty of reaſon to 
the ſupreme rank it ought to poſſeſs. I 
have enjoyed every moment of life, by 
ſuffering my paſſions to rage without con- 
trol; and have determined, that real wiſ- 
dom conſiſts in following the immediate 
bent of deſire, in gratifying the impulſe 
of the moment, and never ſuffering a 
principle of duty, to check the current of 
inclination. 

WHEN 
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Wx ſuch a being reflects; and we 
muſt ſuppoſe, that however he may aban- 
don himſelf to theſe deluſions of infidelity, 
the ſoul will at times ſtruggle with ſuch an 
evil heart of unbelief, and caſt a painful re- 
troſpect on the years that are no more; 
what gloomy thoughts ſhall then paſsin for- 
midable array before him !-= The Al. 
mighty gave me life, and reaſon to conduct 
it, with honour to my Creator, and advan- 
tage to my fellow-creatures. Of the ta- 
lents, committed to my care, what have 
I improved? Alas, I have perverted 
and neglected all! I have employed the 
gifts of reaſon to ridicule the mercies 
of my Redeemer,—to ſcoff at the myſ- 
teries of religion: upon my head is the 
name of blaſphemy! I am grieved in 
my ſpirit, and the viſions of the night 
trouble me.“ | | 


N 3 Taz 
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TRE very appellation of theſe men pro- 
claims their real principles, and denotes 
them to be followers of a multitude 
to do evil :—they are called Men of the 
World. In the ſociety of ſuch people, 
irreligion ſeeks and finds an undiſturbed 
aſylum. The civility and pliancy of their 
character, will not allow them to treſ- 
paſs ſo far on any prevailing opinion, be 
it what it may, as to make the leaſt at- 
tempt to reſtrain it. To them therefore, 
reſort the infidel, the ſcorner, and the re- 
viler of Chriſtianity ; certain at leaſt of 
not being checked in their preſumptive. 
ſallies, and often expecting to receive en- 
couragement. A man of the world would 
loſe the very ſpirit of his character, was 
he ever to take an active part in ſub- 
jects of a religious nature. Indolence 
and indeciſion are the leading features of 
his mind. During the period of his exiſ- 
tence, he is anxious to ſuſtain, not the 
| con- 
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_ conſciouſneſs of integrity and virtue, but 
the reputation of a well-bred man of 
faſhion. He remains a paſſive hearer, if 
not an abettor, of every thing that 
tends to promote the levity of a com- 
pany; rejoiced either to increaſe the tri- 
umphs of its profaneneſs, or to trifle with 
the - moſt ſacred duties of a Chriſtian. 
Should he be called on, during the daring 
and indecent fallies of preſumptuous 
mirth, to declare his principles, or to act 
in a manner ſufficiently decided to ſhew 
them ; he always endeavours to agree with 
the circle wherein he is preſent :=with 
atheiſts an atheiſt, with modern phi- 
loſophers a ſceptic, with believers only 
he is ſilent. Thus diſclaiming the virtues 
of a Chriſtian, deriving a miſerable im- 
portance from the profeſſion of an infidel 
philoſophy, and degrading the human 
character in its intellectual and ſocial 
N 4 capa- 
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capacities :—he fears, to uſe the words of 


Job, à great multityde, and 4 ame * 
3 terrify him. 


Tax dread of ſingularity, my brethren, 

is one of the moſt powerful enemies to a 
firm performance of duty. To be ſuperior 
to the opinion of the multitude, is a 
virtue few are able to attain, unleſs they 
have gained this advantage by an early 
durance in the ſchool of adverſity. Happy 
is that man, whoſe mind is thus proof 
againſt ridicule. As a Chriſtian, his Faith 
will remain unſhaken ; as the ſervant of 
his Country, his ideas will not be affected 
by thoſe falſe, yet alluring ſyſtems, which 
ariſe in every age and deceive many. 
He ' conſiders himſelf, as ever in his 
great taſt-maſter s eye. He looks indeed, 
with compaſſion, on all mankind as his 
brethren, and is happy to merit the ſin- 
| cere 
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cere tribute of their praiſe: but he is 
neither hurried away by their tumult, or 
ſtaggered, by finding the path, in which 
he has reſolved to walk, different from 
that which the greater number purſue. 
The taunts and revilings of others, are to 
him only objects of pity. His heart, un- 
affected by their diſpleaſure, ſtandeth faſt 
and believeth in the Lord. — His wit- 
neſs is in heaven ! his record is on high! 


A jvs x diſcrimination of the human cha · 
racter is ſeldom attained, until our con- 
neQions and friendſhips are formed. We 
muſt, therefore, in the choice of our ſociety, 
have truſted too much to outward appear- 
ance, and have decided on our affociates, 
whilſt judgment was crude and immature; 
whilſt our knowledge of mankind was 
imperfe& and prejudiced ; whilſt paſſion, 
more than reaſon, influenced the operations 
of the mind. 

On 
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Ox our entrance into public life, we 
are ſent forth as lambs among wolves. 
Innocence and ingenuouſneſs are the uſual 
companions of our early courſe, and, for 
a time, we admire or avoid, in proportion 
as theſe virtues appear. But as we ad- 
vance in our career, the proſpect changes, 
and the world aſſumes a different aſpect. 
We diſcern a road, that lies before us 
over rugged precipices and frightful 
chaſms, whoſe forbidding appearance 
does not encourage many to paſs along it: 
whilſt another more beaten path, diſplays 
thoſe temptations by which confiding 
youth is ſo often deceived. 


Ir perhaps depends rather on thoſe with 
whom we aſſociate, than ourſelves, which 
of theſe roads we take. Our nature is 
prone to imitation, and we are eaſily 
led by the example of thoſe we regard. 

The 
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| The fear of ſingularity, makes us unwil- 
ling to decide for ourſelves. Conſcience 

often yields to the importunities of friend- 

ſhip; and ſocial influence too often miſ- 

.. the warm and er- 8 n 5 


Vr in the choice of your ſociety, and 
of thoſe intimacies, which have ſuch a ten- 
dency to influence your future conduCt; 
how much is obſerved to depend on the 
caprice of inclination, how little on the 
principles of religion. You attach your- 
ſelves to thoſe, whoſe converſation and 
manners you admire ; but whoſe real 
character and opinions you are too heed- 
leſs to examine. 


CoNnveRSATION, is the great ſource of 
rational happineſs and inſtruction, when 
exerted to cheer the drooping ſpirit, to 
inſtruct the 3 to animate the 

meek: 
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meek : but, when it is employed to 
ſeduce and miſlead, to call evil, good, 
and good, evil ; to put darkneſs for light, 
and light for darkneſs ; what deadly pot 
ſon does it conceal! To avoid being 
thus deceived, you muſt attend to one 
circumſtance, though it may ſometimes 
draw on you the ridicule of others; you 
muſt be particularly careful reſpecting 
the principles of thoſe perſons, on whom 
your confidence is placed. He, that is 
really wiſe, will not be ſurrounded by 
a multitude of thoſe, who, in the language 
of the world, are called friends. His 
companions will be ſelect; many of them 
perhaps poor and neglected by mankind ; 
injured by their machinations, and wound- 
ed by their artifices ; but they have been 
true to their Country and their God: the 
value of them, and not the number, was 
the object conſidered in their adoption. 
Wx 
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Wu x your choice has fallen on cha- 
racters, thus virtuous and upright, con- 
verſation will tend to elevate and adorn 
the mind. The influence of virtue, if fin- 
cerely acknowledged, is more effectual than' 
that of vice. There is an inviſible power 
attendant on good men, which has a cer- 
tain though graduial effect on thoſe who 
frequent their ſociety. By living with 
the virtuous, vice ſoon appears in its 
real deformity, and you are inſenſibly con- 
firmed in righteouſneſs: thus the mind 
acquires a degree of firmneſs and upright- 
neſs, it might never otherwiſe have” at- 
' tained z and ridicule then aſſails your _ 
tude in vain. 


No perſon ever appeared more ſenfible 
of this truth, than one, who by the emi- 
nence of his ſtation, and the elegance of 
his court, had full — to diſcern 
| the 
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the many ſources of miſery, which defive 
their origin from evil communication. © I 
have not dwelt, ſays David, with vain 
_ perſons, neither will I have fellowſhip with 
the deceitful. I have hated the congre- 
gation of the wicked, and will not fit 
among the ungodly.— Mine eyes look un- 
to ſuch as are faithful in the land.“ 


Tazsz things, my brethren, have I ad- 
dreſſed unto you, concerning thoſe that ſe- 
duce you. An inveterate enemy daily 

watches to lead us from that path, which 
religion has pointed out; and diſplays con- 
tinued temptations to blind us to a ſenſe 
of Duty. Yet remember, that the yoke 
of that duty is eaſy, and its burden 
light. All that is requeſted of you, is 

' briefly this: Worſhip God alone! Pre- 
ſerve a conſtant and lively ſenſe of the 


mercies of your redemption by Jeſus 
| '] Chriſt, 
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Chriſt. Take not the ſacred name of 
your Creator in vain. Remember one 
day in ſeven is kept holy, that the agita- 
ted mind of man may have ſtated times 
for ſerious reflection. Honour your parents. 
Be careful not to injure ſociety, by any 
acts of injuſtice, or by depriving your fel- 
low- creatures of that, which by right be- 
longeth to them. Bear no falſe witneſs 
againſt your neighbour ; nor indulge a 
reſtleſs ſpirit, in coveting thoſe, bleſlings 
and comforts which are enjoyed. by others. 
Such are the leading principles of Chriſ- 
tian obedience. Yet, apart from the 

| boſom of your families, caſt upon the wide 
theatre of the world, at an early age, with 
an education often imperfe& and unfiniſh- 
ed, ſanguine and unſuſpeCting, young and 
inexperienced, 'too many may have been 
entangled in thoſe ſnares I have deſcribed; 
and, baving been thus led to neglect their 

| Creator 
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Creator in the days of their youth, diſcern 
at length terror and puniſhment, where 
they would, otherwiſe, have beheld the 
attributes of mercy and long ſuffering.— 
Unto them the following concluding ex- 
hortation is addreſſed. _— 
Tux period, we may ſuppoſe, is arrived, 
when you anxiouſly wiſh to ſeek the Lord, 
and with contrite hearts earneſtly to implore 
pardon for your ſins, the remembrance of 
which is grievous unto you. Confide 
therefore in the mercy of God; and, 
kneeling devoutly unto Him, requeſt 
the aſſiſtance of divine grace, through the 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. Confider not 
Your Saviour, as an auſtere maſter, who 
is become eſtranged by your manifold 
tranſgreſhons,—but who is nigh unto all 
fuch as call upon Him faithfully :—as the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the fins 


of the world. 
2 Tux 
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Tas very act of devout humility, even 
when words refuſe to proceed from an 
heart, labouring under a conſciouſneſs of 
_ paſt offences, ſhall plead loudly in your be- 
half. Whatever tends to honour the Crea- 
tor, muſt always be acceptable from the 
created; and though offered, amid the 
hurry of Duty, on the wide boſom of the 
- ocean, will aſcend unto the throne of 

mercy, and come up for a' memorial before 
God. h 


Ver bear in mind that Repentance is 
a flow and progreſſive work. The ſtrug- 
gle between vice and virtue, between 
indolence and zeal, may be long and 
ſevere. The tide of paſſion continues to 
ebb and flow, until every vicious habit is 
utterly. eradicated, Imagination teems 
with forbidden ſcenes, with the deep 
traces of habitual crimes, until © the ſpirit 
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of truth is received within you, which will 
guide you into all truth :”—until then 
hardly a day will paſs, without that ſtrange 
mixture of good and bad actions, ſo evi- 
dently, marking the infirmity of our fallen 
nature. 


Bor let no one imagine, that the 
ſmalleſt advances towards virtue, will paſs 
unheeded by God :—let us not fear to 
render facrifice unto Him, becauſe we 
cannot offer one ſo perfect as we ought. 
Some ſign of your Faith, ſome mark of 
your contrition, even if that contrition 
ſhould be interrupted. by the cares 
of this world, is ſurely preferable 
to continued diſobedience and neglect. 
Though repeated offences, or reſolutions 
broken almoſt as ſoon as made, have 
conſiderably abated the value of thoſe 


talents committed to your care; yet every 
| attempt 
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attempt to reſtore it, will ſhew that the 
heart is not entirely hardened with the 
deceitfulneſs of fin. The dying malefactor, 
after a life of crimes, when expiring by the 
Croſs of our bleſſed Saviour, declared his 
belief in Chriſt; and ſaid unto Jeſus, 
Lord remember me when Thou comeſt into 
thy kingdom! The Son of God knew the 
ſincerity of his Faith, and the ſame day 
received bye into Paradiſe. 


| Aub yet how often . behold the 
infirm and weak in Faith, waiting, like the 
maimed, at the pool of Betheſda, unable 
to make that exertion, which would ob- 
tain the reſtoration of their ſtrength, How 
often do men refuſe to offer up their 
| petitions to the throne of Grace, becauſe 
they behold only the juſtice of an offended 
God, and are blind to His ineſtimable 
love in the Redemption by his Son. D 
o 2 SUCH 
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Sven, my Brethren, are the bleſſed 
means you poſſeſs of obtaining pardon, 
when you have become the victims of 
temptation; and ſuch the ſnares, by which 
you are gtadually deluded. May every 
one, here afſembled, be in time ſenſible of 
the neceſſity of diligence and obedience, 
both in his ſpiritual and temporal oon- 
cerns.Slumber not at the Helm, whilſt 
the current of life hurries on your courſe 
into. Eternity.—“ Ye therefore Beloved, 
ſeeing ye know theſe things before, 
beware! left ye alſo, being led away with 
the error-of the wicked, fall from your 
own ſtedfaſtneſs:—Ir ys ENO] THESE 
THINGS, HAPPY ARE YE, Ir YE DO 
THEM} | | 


A SERMON 
PREACHED AT PARK STREET CHAPEL, 
GROSVENOR SQUARE, 


DECEMBER. IQ, 1797. : 
BBING THE DAY APPOINTED TO 


RETURN PUBLIC THANKS 
FOR THE NAVAL VICTORIES 
OF THE PRESENT WAR. 


03 


THIS SERMON was PREACHED ON AN OCCASION, 
SO PECULIARLY CONNECTED WITH THE SUBJECT 
OF THE PRECEDING DISCOURSES; THAT, IT 1S PRE- 
SUMED, NO APOLOGY is NECESSARY FOR MAKING 
IT A PART OF THIS YOLUME, | 
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1 Kings, Chap. viii. Verſe 66. 


AND THEY BLESSED THE KING!—ANDRETURNED 
UNTO THEIR TENTS, JOYFUL AND GLAD OF 
HEART, FOR ALL THE GOODNESS, THAT THE LORD 
HAD DONE POR DAVID HIS SERVANT, AND FOR 
ISRAEL H1S PEOPLE, 


N the fourteenth year of the reign of 
Hezekiah, the nation, that had ſo 
long continued a ſevere ſcourge upon 
the earth, renewed its attacks, and thirſted 
afreſh for plunder. The peace, which 
Ahaz had obtained by ignominious con- 
ceſſion, and a facrilegious requiſition, 
only diſperſed the ſtorm for a ſeaſon, to 
0 4 | return 
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return with double fury on his ſon. The 

wily Rabſhekah was ſent to Hezekiah, 
after he had followed the mean and 
temporiſing conduct of Ahaz, and every 
method was employed, that either threats 
or artifice could deviſe, to ſeduce the al- 
legiance of his ſubjects.— Hear the 
word of the Great King, ſaid the proud 
Aſſyrian, —let not Hezekiah deceive you; 
neither let him make you truſt in the 
Lord; hearkennot unto Hezekiah !—make 
an agreement with me by Preſent, and then 
eat ye every man of his own vine. Hath 
any of the gods of the nations, deli- 
vered his land out of the hand of the 
King of Aſſyria? Where are the gods 
of Hamath, and of Arpad? Where are 
the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Iva? 
But the people held their peace, and an- 
ſwered him not a word.“ 


HEZzE- 


1 ] 


HREZzEEIARH had hitherto failed in all 
his endeavours. The means he employed 
to conciliate, only irritated the fury and 
mad ambition of the Aſſyrian. He had 
attempted to ſooth the angry ſpirit of 
impiety, inſtead of inſtantly oppoſing its 
envenomed malignity ; and now ſaw him- 
ſelf, his Country, and his God, ridiculed 
and deſpiſed, Whilſt he tarried, the 
peſtilence, that walketh in darkneſs, was 
gone forth, the plague was begun! He 
had negleQted to call forth the energy 
of his ſubjects, and thus to prepare 
them to refiſt the invading fury of 
their enemies, In this ſtate of 
anxiety and peril, with which Heze- 
kiah was ſurrounded, he acted with the 
firmneſs. and reſolution, that became a 
brave and devout monarch. Inſtead of 
conſidering Religion, as merely a public 
murmmery, uſeful to reſtrain the igno- 

| rant, 
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rant, but by no means neceſſary to 
be confidered in the councils and de- 
liberations of a, nation ;—uE WENT 
PUBLICLY UNTO THE HousE OF THE 
LorD! and thus offered the earneſt en- 


treaty of a pious mind, 


6 O Lord of Hoſts, God of Iſrael, 
that dwelleſt between the Cherubims,— 
Thou art the God, even Thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth! 

Incline thine ear, O Lord ! and hear all 
the words of Sennacherib, which hath 
ſent to reproach the living God. Of 

a truth, Lord! the Kings of Aſſyria 
have laid waſte all the nations, and their 
countries, and have caſt their gods into the 
fire. Now, therefore, O Lord! our God! 
ſave us from his hand.” 


WX 
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Ws contemplate with much anima- 

tion, a ſcene of ſuch diſtinguiſhed piety z 
and cheriſh, with ſincere regard, the me- 
mory of a monarch, who poſſeſſed the 
wiſdom that directed him to the only 
ſource of national ſupport ; and which 
determined him reſolutely to follow 
a rule of conduct, his conſcience cal- 
led on him to adopt. But the diſtance, 
through which we behold this event, 
muſt conſiderably abate every emotion; 
and affect our hearts, in a degree, far in- 
ferior to thoſe, who beheld and applauded 
ſo diſtinguiſhed an example. 


Taz compariſon I would draw, with 
an event ſo intereſting in the ſacred hiſ- 
tory, is this day offered unto you, by a 
ſolemnity, that cannot fail to make a very 
deep, and favourable impreſſion, on the 


hearts of all men. At a time, when every. 
ſymbol 
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ſymbol of Religion, and even Religion 
itſelf, has been made the object of 
mockery ; when the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt 
bas been trampled on by a blaſpheming 
Philoſophy ; it has pleaſed our moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign, to make a further ad- 
vance in his diſtinguiſhed career of piety, 
by an at of humility, and gratitude 
unto his God, for the ſignal mercies 
He has vouchſafed to manifeſt towards 
him. 


Ox that memorable and happy day, 
when he aſcended the Throne of his An- 
ceſtors, with all the accompanying inte- 
reſt of youth; the profeſſion he then 
made of a firm attachment to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, muſt have been cheriſhed 
in the memory of many who are here 
aGembled. —Boxzx ASD EDUCATED 18 


THIS 
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THIS COUNTRY, I GLORY IN THE NAME 
or Briton! Taz civil AND RELE 
GIOUS RIGHTS OF MY LOVING SUBJECTS, 
ARE EQUALLY DEAR TO ME, WITH THE 
MOST VALUABLE PREROGATIVES OF 
Tues CRowrx; AND, AS THE $SUREST 
FOUNDATION OF THE WHOLE, AND THE 
BEST MEANS TO DRAW DOWN THE 
DIVINE FAVOUR ON MY REIGN,—IT 18 
Mr FIXED PURPOSE, TO COUNTE- 
NANCE AND ENCOURAGE THE PRAC- 
TICE OF TRUE RELIGION AND VIRTUE. 


Tux conduct of our Sovereign on this 
day, pre-emimmently declares, how faith- 
fully he has preſerved a remembrance of 
this declaration; and how ſeriouſly he is 
reſolved, that the ſame devout principles, 
which caſt ſuch refplendent rays on 
the morning of his Reign ; ſhall gild its 
evening with equal ſplendor. 


Trex 
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Tux proſperity of Hezekiah, is de- 
duced by the ſacred hiſtorian, from a diſ- 
poſition of mind exactly ſimilar to that, 
which, from the commencement of his 
reign to the preſent day, appears to have 
actuated the conduct of our King.— 
«& In every work that he began in the 
ſervice of the houſe of God, and in the 
law, and in the commandments, e did 
it with all his heart.” Without this, the re- 
ſpe& and deference which Hezekiah 
ſhewed for religion, would have had but 
little reward. He would have acted only 


like the hypocrite, would have aſſumed 


the maſk of religion for political pur- 
poſes, and have received the puniſhment 
he deſerved. But this monarch was 
really influenced by the pureſt impulſe 
of a devout mind ; and by a diſtinguiſhed 
act of piety, offered a ſtriking. example 

| 23s unto 
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unto Sovereigns :—be did it with all his 
heart, and proſpered. 


SUCH, in your various ſituations, muſt 
be the conduct of every. one, if you are 
deſirous of ſecuring both your preſent 
and future happineſs ;—if you are really 
anxious to proſper in the great object of 
Chriſtian Hope. The heart of the true 
diſciple is warm and animated, glows 
with equal zeal in all religious and civil 
duties; diſplaying a love for his God and 
Country with all his ſtrength. You ſhould 
profeſs not only a regard for the honour 
of religion; but ſhould take every op- 
portunity that offers, of ſufficient impor- 
tance, to let your light ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee your good works, and 
glorify your Father, which is in heaven. 
A National Religion can only be ſup- 
N by Public Acts of National Faith. 
They 


1 8 


They mark the line between hypocrites 

and true diſciples; they renovate the 
ſacred lamp of devotion, and call forth 
the virtues of a 1 


A REL1610vs monarch, abuse by 
his family, publicly returning thanks 
for thoſe victories, which have confirmed 
the ſafety of his people; is a Palladium 


of Faith, which ought to be diſplayed 


with due ſolemnity, that all may be 


aſſured, the pillars of Britiſh Liberty con- 
tinue to reſt upon a Rock, againſt which, 


the gates of hell ſhall not prevail. We 
can never forget, though fools may ſcoff, 
and unbelievers may attempt to ridicule; 
the dreadful, though merited fate of a mo- 
narch, who, on the contrary, preſumed to 
take that glory to himſelf, of which 


God is fo jealous; and which is fo in- 


cumbent on man to render unto Him. 
4. When 
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When the vain and aſſuming Herod, felt 
| himſelf elated with the acclamations of 
the people, and courted that praiſe which 
is alone due unto God ;—when he en- 
tered, as his hiſtorian informs us, into 
the theatre clothed in a robe of filver, 
whoſe ſplendor dazzled the multitude, to 
receive with delight a groſs and blaſphe- 
mous adulation ;—in the midſt of all, that 
pomp and pageantry could deviſe, the 
Angel of the Lord ſmote him, becauſe 
he youu not God the glory. ? 


Tux uncommon revolutions, which 
have taken place in this quarter of 
the Globe, ſhould teach you to be- 
ware of ſuch a fatal deluſion; and 
ſhould open your eyes to a juſt ſenſe 
of the mercies we have received; and a 
clear, deyout comprehenſion of the ſource, 
FOB n from 
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from whence ſuch mercies are derived. 
They ſhould alſo ſerve as a tremendous 
warning to the raſh and preſuming rea- 
ſoner, who diſcerns only the hand of 
man, in the events which ſucceed with 
ſuch unprecedented rapidity—* Shall an 
alarm be ſounded. in the holy mountain, 
and the people not be afraid? Shall 
there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath 
not done it ?—The lion hath roared, who 
will not fear ; the Lord God hath ſpoken, 
who can but prophecy ?” | | 


Tux ſhouts of victory, which we have 
lately heard with ſuch patriotic delight, 
would loſe their beſt effects, if they did 
not animate your gratitude and ſtrength- 
en your vigilance. Though: the clouds, 
which have threatened us, are diſſipated, 
others may ariſe charged with ſtorm and 
tempeſt; and notwithſtanding this is a 

| 4 is day 
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day appointed for praiſe and thankſgiv- 
ing for paſt mercies, it is equally a ſea= 
ſon for humility and prayer; to avert, 
if it be God's will, the threatening ca- 
lamity. The object of this ſolemnity, 

and the duties you are called upon to 
perform, for the due obſervance of it, 
are known, and 1 truſt ſincerely felt by 
every one here aſſembled. You have not 
been returning thanks for ſucceſſes, that 
merel/ concern the intereſts of a ſingle 
nation; but on which the happineſs, - 
and the Liberties of Europe appeared 
to depend :—for a ſeries of Naval Vic- 
tories during the preſent war, which was' 
never equalled in the brighteſt periods of 
our hiſtory, Amid the threats of a vin- 
dictive and implacable enemy, you have 
implored, and I truſt with earneſtneſs, a 
continuance of the divine ſupports en- 


treating the God of our forefathers, to 
P 2 ſave 


en 


fave us from a ſtorm; which, whilſt it 
has deſtroyed the fertile plains of other 
countries, and hurried its miſerable in- 
habitants into the depths of deſpair ; 
has yet only thundered at a diſtance in 
our horizon, as the AVvENOIN OG ANGEL 
| paſſed, to execute the judgments of God. 


Ir there is any one profeſſion, that 
labours, more abundantly than the reſt, to 
protect the happineſs and welfare of this 
country, it is the arduous and noble pro- 
feſſion of a Britiſh ſeaman. Truly may 
it be ſaid, that in the diſcharge of duty, 
they do it with all their heart. Often, amid 
the darkneſs of the wintry night; when 
pampered Luxury, reclines on the downy 
pillow, impatient of the ſmalleſt noiſe or 
interruption; they cheerfully encounter 
thoſe hardſhips, which the genuine mo- 
deſty of The Naval Character, never 
blazons in the face of day. 


YET 
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' Yer greatly as ſociety is indebted 
to a profeſſion, which ſupports the 
ſtrength of Great Britain, there are but 
few among you, who have formed a juſt 
conception of theſe intrepid veterans. 
The plain, ſimple. deportment of a Ma- 
riner, has little in uniſon, with the timid 
fawning manners of ſycophants and imi- 
tators. Hypocriſy, with eyes uplifted to 
heaven, but with an heart cold as mar- 
ble to the ſorrows of a fellow-creature; - 


diſcerns little among them, but daring 


blaſphemies, and the mad uproar of ex- 
ceſs. Spleen gladly reminds us of actions, 
whoſe real motives it does not compre- 
hend; and earneſtly ſtrives to injure the 
celebrity of a profeſſion, whoſe bitter 
trials, and patient endurance, it has never 
known. A day like this, immediately 
ſelected to beſtow on them the higheſt 
honour, which their King could deviſe, 

P 3 demands 
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demands the language of truth and 
the language of truth, is the aden of 
applauſe. | 


Tus uncommon exertions both of 


mind and body, they continually ſuſtain ; 


frequently produces an irritability of 


character, which is not always under- 
ſtood, and- has been ſometimes miſrepre- 
ſented. Called up repeatedly during the 
Night, when the lowering vapour, and 


the howling blaſt, would agitate the moſt 


decided reſolution ; with a preſence of 
mind, that baffles all deſcription, the 


hardy Mariner points out the track, where 
preſervation may be expected. Fe- 
veriſh and languid from want of reſt; 
from occupation that allows not of 
the leaſt ceſſation; ſurrounded by a 
treacherous element; amid thirſt and hun- 


ger! wearineſs and pain the inſtant 
that 


{ rs ) 


that the tumult of battle commences, all 


is cool, ſteady reſolution: - While every 
ſenſe of danger is loſt in a ſenſe of Duty, 
and the real Horror of the ſcene is ab- 
ſorbed in the animating hope ee 


Glory. 


Tux courage of Britiſh Seamen has 
never been doubted by their own Coun- 
try, and bas always been dreaded by their 
Enemies. The Nation repoſes upon it 
for ſecurity in the hour of alarm; and 
the threatening adverſary dares not to 
encounter its force. The annals of time, 
long paſt, record their proweſs ; the 
preſent day diſplays the brilliant fruits of 
it ; and future ages will, I doubt not, 
poſſeſs new trophies of its fame. 


_ Grear Britain, from its inſular fitua- 
tion, requires the protection, which can 
alone be effeCtually afforded by mari- 
P 4 time 
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time power. Hence it is, that while ſhe 
defends her own ſhores, ſhe at the ſame 
time ſecures the protection of her ſettle- 
ments, in other quarters of the globe; 
and diſpenſes happineſs unto thoſe, who 
are ſeparated from her by immenſe 
Oceans; enjoying in far diſtant climes 
the bleſſings of Britiſh Freedom. 


'Tuxy who are intimately acquainted 
with the real character of the Mariner, 
will have no juſt reaſon to complain that 
he is uninfluenced by a religious and de- 
vout ſpirit: and they, who have been 
miſled, or ſuffered their minds to be pre- 
judiced by a' contrary opinion, are en- 
treated to reflect on the late devout con- 
duct of a naval Veteran and Conqueror ; 
and acknowledge that religion is a diſ- 
tinguiſhed feature in this noble pro- 
feſſion. 


WIEN 


Cy 1 


Wu the tremendous ſcene of battle 
_ Cloſed; this devout Commander, and his 
gallant crew, humbly on their knees, re- 
turned thanks to The Lord of Hoſts! 
It was an awful ſcene, which angels 
would contemplate with joy :—it was a 
ſacrifice acceptable and well pleaſing 
unto God, who is the giver of all vic- 
tory, and will preſerve them that fear 
Him from the hands of their enemies. 
Thus did their hymn of thankſgiving, 
aſcend unto the Throne of Grace :* 
The Lord hath appeared for us! The 
Lord hath overthrown our enemies! The 
Lord hath covered our heads in the day 
of battle We got not this by our own 
ſword, neither was it our own arm that 
ſaved us, but thy right hand and thine 


* See the ſublime Hymn after Vidtory, in 0. 
Form of Service uſed at Sea. ; 
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arm, and the light of thy countenance.“ 
What a ſcene for infidels to contemplate, 
and for Chriſtiens to perform! What a 
ſolemn and memorable leflon, unto that 
vanquiſhed Commander; who, brought 
up in the-new ſchool of infidel philo- 
which the ſyſtem of eternal fleep, and the 
contempt of a crucified Redeemer, had 
nearly extinguiſhed,—He felt and ac- 
knowledged their force: he trembled on 
the precipice of unbelief ; and almoff was 
er to be a Chriftian ! 


Sven is the character, and ſuch the 
: principles of thoſe men, for whoſe noble 
efforts in the cauſe of Liberty, we have 
here met to return thanks. Thrice du- 
ring the preſent war have they ſtood 
foremoſt in your defence. Nor ſhould you 


de unmindful of innumerable actions; 


which, though not of ſuch momentous 
| national 
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national importance, have very conſider- 
ably tended to increaſe the glory and 
renown of our Navy. And here, above 
all, let Gratitude remember the aged but 
powerful arm, which firſt checked the 
mad ambition of the many headed hy- 
dra, who imagined ſuch a device, as ſhe 
was not able to perform; and thus appal- 
ing the heart of this political monſter, 
rendered the intrepid ſeaman more con- 
fident of ſucceſs, and prepared the way 
unto all the glorious victories which have 
followed. This ſolemn day renders 
thankſgiving for all! The Genius of 
Britain, in the perſon of its King, before 
thealtar of God, isnow offering the prayers 
of grateful devotion. Max LENGTH OF 
DAYS BE IN HIS RIGHT HAND, AND 11 
HIS LEFT, RICHES AND HONOUR! MAY 
HIS WAYS BE WAYS OF PLEASANTNESS; 
AND ALL HIS PATHS, BE PEACE! | 


A PURE 
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A yrvsr 1c ſpirit of Chriſtian obedience 
muſt be called forth, by ſuch a glorious ex- 
ample ! The thoughtleſs profligacy of the 
age muſt be arreſted by ſuch an eminent 
inſtance of Faith! The cold, contracted 
heart of infidelity, muſt expand and be- 
eve at fuch a fight !—When Religion 
thus adorns The Throne, a kingdom 
may be ſhaken, and yet be preſerved. 
When the King rejoiceth in thy ſtrength 
O Lord ! Thou wilt give him his heart's 
deſire. When his honour is great in thy 
falvation ; glory, and great worſhip ſhalt 
Thou lay upon him. And why ?—Bx- 
' CAUSE, THE KING PUTTETH HIS TRUST 
Ix THE LORD: AND THROUGH THE 
| MERCY oF THE Mosr Hicn, ER 

SHALL NOT BE MOVED. 


r | 
| MV.SEVM IFIN1S. = 


BRITANNICVM 


ERRATA. 


2. |. 1. too generally conſidered, dele too. 

6, I. 3. for inſenſible, read ſecret. 

13. I. 14. for which with, read with which. 

I. 7. for ſtangers, read ſtrangers. 

47. I. 13. he mercifully accompliſhed, inſert a comme 
| after accompliſhed. 

107. I. 4. for eſtimates, read eſtimate, 

143. I. 7. for agitatioon, read agitation, 
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